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A Prayer in the Hour of Victory 
By Therese Tyler 


WE who are strong, O Lord, here unto thee 
Do offer up our strength, returning thus 
With a glad heart that which thou ‘gavest us— 
A radiant ring of perfect harmony 
Twixt God and man. Not unto us, O Lord, 
Be that earth-fettered pride in victory won 
Which leaves us standing naked in the sun, 
Cut off from thee even by that same sword 
Which we ourselves have wielded. Yea, indeed, 
What right have we, tingling with joy in strife, 
To glorify ourselves at all, when thou 
Hast fought for us with wounds that ever bleed ? 
Since thorns have pierced thy forehead all thy 
life, 
What right have we to gold upon our brow ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 











Not Proud of Our Humility 

It is not well to pride ourselves on our humility. 
It is a destructive thing to congratulate ourselves on 
our keen consciousness of our own worthlessness. 
For that moment our consciousness of our worthless- 
ness acquires considerable worth ; the humility be- 
comes so only in name; and we cut ourselves off 
from the fulness of Christ's self-replacing power in us 
as we unconsciously thank him that we are not as 
other men are. Let us ask Christ to remind us that 
we have not yet sounded the depths of our own sin- 
wreckage as he has, and as many another who is more 





fully surrendered to Christ has done in his own case ; 
and above all let us face away from self and thoughts 
of self into the full glory-light of Christ’s own counte- 
nance. Zhen our humility will be real, and Christ can 
give us freely and lavishly of himself. It is better to 
forget the very existence of self in the fulness of 
Christ's presence than to rest anything upon the un- 
certain foundation of our own thoughts about our- 


selves. 
x 
Getting Beyond Our Shallows 


Our duty is never limited by our ability. Aman 
often must do a great deal more than he can do, or 
than he knows how to do ; and if he must, then om- 
niscience and omnipotence are awaiting his sight 
drafts. The worker in a machine shop is given the 
sound advice ;: ‘‘ Don’t say you have done all that can 
be done for a machine, when you have only done all 
that you know how to do.'’ A vast area of possibil- 
ity and of obligation lies beyond our little ‘know 
how’’ ; and to enter into this new field of privilege 
we need simply to open our life wholly to the re- 
sources of Jesus Christ. 


x 
Missing Everything by Doing Everything 


To be busy at good works is no guarantee of do- 
ing God's will, For the good works in which we use 
up our time may not at all represent God’s will for us 
justthen. Present-day life isso crowded with needs and 
opportunities that most of us are constantly beset with 
this temptation to misdirected or mistimed energy. Only 
a keenly sensitized and rigidly held obedience to God's 
will is our safety. Many a man or woman knows 
what it is to have a clear conviction, at the beginning 


< 


of a day, of the great duty that must be done that day, 
and by bed-time to realize that it is untouched. ‘The 
day has been spent, not idly nor uselessly by any 
means, but on a thousand and one things that all 
needed to be done some time, but that could have 
yielded the right of way that day to the clearly recog- 
nized duty. There was once an active friend and 


. disciple of our Lord’s who was cumbered about much 


serving, and to whom, anxious and troubled about 
many things, one thing was needful, To attempt to 
use every opportunity of good that comes our way is to 
live ah aimless, misspent life, and to miss utterly the 
life-calling that God has planned for us. 


yd 
High Purpose Not Enough 


It is not enough to have the right aim or pur- 
pose in what we do. We may have the aim or pur- 
pose of Christ himself, yet do great harm. Our 
methods, as well as our aim, must be right. When 
we would be used of Christ to bring others to Him, 
for example, it is possible actually to misrepresent 
Him by criticizing or condemning those whom we 
would reach, or by trying to crowd or force them into 
a decision that must be made in free will or not at 
all, and thus to antagonize them and drive them 
farther away from Christ than ever. Our purpose is 
good, but our methods defeat it. This does not mean 
that we should therefore abandon our efforts at soul- 
winning ; for the worst mistake in that work is not the 
mistake of doing it wrongly, but of not doing it at all. 
It does mean, however, that we should ask our Lord 
himself to show us Zow to do his will, quite as much 
as what his willis. In Christ's service, as in all else, 
let us work and pray to be kept from deserving the 
pitying commentary on our efforts, ‘* He means well.’’ 


“% 


The Christian Strategy of the “ Side-step ” 


” 


EITHER ‘‘saint’’ nor ‘‘sinner’’ really enjoys 
‘*side-stepping.'’ It always offends pride and 
often seems to affront principle. To abandon 

our position, to desist from the worthy enterprise we 
undertook, to surrender that cherished and fervently 
advocated opinion, to move aside in the face of an 
opposing force, or to let another, coming up from be- 
hind, pass us, is no pleasant thing. Sometimes it 
seems a surrender of principle, often it has the 
look of weak indecision, and in matters of thought 
and action it dangerously resembles being ‘‘side- 
tracked.”’ 

In matters of principle we have no right to swerve ; 
in the world of thought and conduct, however, the 
‘+side-step’’ is one of the noblest maneuvers in the 
Christian’s art of war. It is worlds away from being 
side-tracked. That is to be shunted like so much 
inert or resistant matter out of our path by an alien 
will and a superior force, which must always be 
humiliating. But to ‘*side-step,’’ in this Christian 
sense, is of our own free will, at the call of reason, or 
devotion, or love, to abandon an untenable position 
for a new one which shall better advance the progress 
of the Kingdom. It is marching forth with all the 
honors of war,—the honors, not of defeat, but of con- 
quest. Nowhere does self-mastery more nobly dis- 
play itself. As wise as“it is noble, it is the most 
effective way of avoiding the ‘‘side-track’’ or its grim- 
mer alternatives, the collision and the smash-up. The 
art of the timely bend is a wonderful aid to longevity 
and to progress. 

There are all degrees and sorts of this strategic 
side-step. There is the ‘‘side-step courteous,’’ which 
is one of the biggest little lubricators life has. The 
matter is unimportant ; you are decidedly in the right; 


time is passing ; the glow of good feeling is much 
more desirable than the flush of petty triumph, —and 
you politely step aside. What a teasing, irritable, 
rough, and scratchy thing life would be if we did not 
constantly exercise these small magnanimities ! Little 
grains of sand make the hot box ; and little doses of 
‘«grease’’ prevent it. 

The ‘‘side-step courteous’’ rises to real magnifi- 
cence sometimes ; when it becomes (for lack of a 
shorter word) the ‘‘side-step expedient.’’ Here the 
difference of policy or purpose or aim is more serious, 
and the effects of a deadlock will be more serious 
still. Great interests hang on it. More than ever the 
participants each feel they are in the right. But 
precious time is passing, vast enterprises are being 
side-tracked or, worse, held. up on the main line. 
There is no superior authority to arbitrate. Somebody 
must ‘‘side-step.’’ Somebody must see that mercy 
and justice outweigh even tons of the most excellent 
cummin, Some one must have the vision of the glory 
of the open track, Some one must be able to see the 
general welfare looming larger than his own personal 
pride or interest. A man on the street collided with 
another. In a breath he said, ‘‘I don’t know who's 
to blame. If I am, I beg your pardon. If you are, 
don’t mention it."’ He would have saved time and 
breath by reducing it to four words, ‘‘I beg your par- 
pon.’’ There is hardly anything sadder than to see 
the allied forces disputing about precedegce, policies, 
and plans, while the enemy rages on unchecked. 
Your way may be a better way than his, of getting the 
thing done, but too long discussion is the one way of 
getting it not done. Side-step ! 

This track-clearing ‘‘side-step'’ often is that sensi- 
ble variety, the ‘‘ side-step resigned,’’ and that highly 
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creditable one, the ‘‘ side-step reasonable.’’ But alas ! 
too often it is none the easier for that. It is much 
harder to give up when we are wrong than when we 
are right. We can see a splendor in the second where 
there seems only shame in the first. That we could 
have been mistaken, that our vision was short-sighted, 
that our feeling was extreme or reprehensible, we are 
loath to confess. Well, then, let us put on our coat- 
of-arms, as a motto, the description of the Bourbons : 
‘*They never learn anything and they never forget 
anything,’’ and take as our emblem a bull-dog’s or 
snapping turtle’s jaws, se/, with a crowbar, ineffective, 
trying to pry them open. Consistence and persistence 
are admirable qualities, but new circumstances and 
new light give them new orders. The unwillingness 
to make these ‘‘lateral advances’’ arouses the sus- 
picion that in popular phrase one is ‘‘long’’ on 
jaw ‘muscles and ‘‘short’’ on gray matter and heart 
fiber. A rabbit from whom the motor portion of the 
brain has been removed, once stimulated to motion, 
runs on in a straight line until it dashes its vacuum 
againsta stone, There is no shame in seeing the rock 
that now looms up in your path, or proving that one 
has brains enough to discern his error, and manliness 
enough to confess it. 

Another variety, still nobler, because in it self is 
more completely mastered and love takes the initia- 
tive, is the ‘‘side-step edifying,’’ upbuilding. This 
is the yielding of an opportunity, a position, in favor 
of some one whom you are seeking to advance, There 
is to be a great oratorical occasion. An older man is 
the appointed speaker. A younger man, with his 
way to make, is the ‘‘alternate.’’ The appointee 
(honestly, of course) finds himself unable. The 
younger has the right of way. There are great lead- 
ers, and lesser ones, whose paths are strewn with such 
acts of kindly courtesy and helpfulness. The custom 
some have of surrounding all the points of vantage 
with the little circle of those who have ‘‘ arrived,’’ and 
shutting out all others, is small credit to their regard 
for their fellows or their love for the cause. The vet- 
eran may be perfectly correct in thinking he can do it 


vastly better, —and he may not be,—but in pushing’ 


forward that young knight he not only: gives him 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


chance to ‘‘ flesh his maiden sword’’ and leap into a 
reputation and more opportunity, but also is giving 
him the practise he so much needs for development, 
and is training a new leader for the great cause against 
the day when the weapon shall fall from his own 
nerveless hand. 

This has a certain element of ease because it is 
voluntary and not forced, and because there is a glow 
of large-hearted beneficence in it. But it assumes a 
somewhat different, a decidedly more difficult, and a 
much higher phase, when it is not the act of kindly 
patronage toward one whom we may help to be a 
rising star, but is rather hearty, loving acquiescence 
in the predominance of glories that are eclipsing our 
own, Some soldier of the cross who has served well his 
generation, whose whole heart is in the service, who 
can still serve well, yet sees that another with clearer 
eyes, steadier nerve, larger ability, and firmer muscle, 
is looming up beside him, and the veteran deliberately 
and graciously slips aside to let him take the place of 
labor and of honor, and loyally falls into line to sup- 
port his superseder. Is not this self-abnegation even 
greater than his who said : ‘‘ He must increase, but I 
must decrease'’? That was the servant yielding 
place to his master, the herald giving right of way to 
the king. ‘‘ He that cometh after me is become be- 
fore me: for he was before me.’’ But this man is 
only my fellow-servant. He was not beforeme. He 
was a baby when I was a man full-grown. He wasa 
stripling when I was a warrior tried on many a field. 
Even now in many ways he is not superiorto me. He 
cannot equal my learning, my poise, my breadth. 
Ah, but if you will perceive it, this zs the king. ‘‘In- 
asmuch ,,. unto me!’’ In him is centered now 
the church’s, the kingdom’s opportunity. ‘‘ Pass on, 
sir, into the fight: I follow!’’ The highest achieve- 
ment of grace, you say? Pretty nearly. But the sim- 
plest axiom of Christian logic, the A, B, C of Chris- 
tian strategy. Room for David ! 

All such ‘*side-stepping,’’ however, is not being 
sidetracked permanently ; not standing still, not sulk- 
ing, but pushing along the now open way on to the 
main track again. Yielding? But how splendidly ! 
Following? But how gloriously ! 





Who Is Unpardonable Before God? 


Satan would rather destroy the peace of mind and 
usefulness of a disciple of Christ than of one who is 


not a disciple. That seems to be why Satan makes 
such desperate onslaughts against Christ's own follow- 
ers, and uses even the Bible itself to overthrow their 
faith if he can. But he cannot overthrow Christ ; nor 
can he break Christ's eternal hold on one who has 
ever really given himself into Christ's keeping. One 
who is troubled, as many have been, about the ‘‘ unpar- 
donable sin,’ needs to remember this. Such a one 
writes from the South : 


My object in writing is to know if you can give me any light 
on the ‘‘ unpardonable sin"’ or ‘‘ the sin unto death.” 

For seven years I've never found perfect peace with my God. 
A short while after I was converted I was tempted, and sinned 
while the Spirit was yet with me. It was not a premeditated 
or wilful sin, and I began to seek peace again, but have never 
yet found it. At thattime, I didn’t know that there was an un- 

ardonable sin, and when I began searching the Scriptures I 
ound that there was, and felt that 1 had committed it, because 
1 knew I had sinned with the Spirit in me, and if that wasn't 
the sin against the Holy Ghost I could make nothing else out 
of it. I have committed several distinct sins since then, but 
have repented as best I can. I have never ceased to wail over 
them. Have spent much time in prayer, and worried about it 
so much that my health is injured. Had nervous prostra- 
tion when I was converted, and have never gotten over that, 
besides the guilt of sin which seems unpardonable, The pas- 
sages of Scripture which refer to such a sin prostrate me when 
I read them. 

Can there be a hope for me ye¢? Can it be that God has 
rejected me forever and eternally ? 

When I was converted I felt that I was called to do mission- 
ary work, but was hindered, it seemed : bad health, financial 
matters, etc. For six months I have been trying to do mission 
work in the Cumberland mountains of Kentucky, but do not 
feel that God is with me at all times. It seems so plain, some- 
times, that there is no mercy for me—no matter what I do--it 
seems all in vain for me totry. Still I try to go and do good. 

I beg your earnest prayers for God to give me perfect peace 
of mind and heart. 


There is no sin that is unpardonable before God 
except the sin of not wanting and seeking God's par- 
don. One who does not want to be pardoned, who 
will not come to God for pardon, who does not repent 
of sin, who does not recognize or accept the Holy Spirit 
of God as his own need against sin : such a one God 
will not force pardon upon. Because this one will not 
seek or permit God's pardon, he has chosen to remain 


unpardoned and therefore he is unpardonable. But 
the instant any soul ever created by God—even one 
who has lived for years in that state of indifference 
and rebellion to God—wants to be pardoned, and 
turns even in unexpressed desire toward God for for- 
giveness and cleansing, God in an eager love that is 
beyond our knowledge goes to meet that one and 
takes him home into his rightful place in the very 
heart of God Himself. 

That is the message of the whole Word of God. 
That is why God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world : to show us his yearning love for us, and to 
make the way Home plain and easy in Christ. There 
is nothing anywhere in the Bible that is contrary to 
this. The passages that have so sorely troubled this 
inquirer have simply been misunderstood. The only 
unpardonable sin is the deliberate and persistent re- 
fusal, continued in to the end, to recognize and yield to 
the Spiritof God. And that sin this troubled inquirer 
has not committed, as her letter abundantly shows, 

We are nowhere told that if one who has come to 
Christ and has received the Holy Spirit ever commits 
a sin after that, he is lost. If this were so, no one 
would be saved, for that would-condition our salvation 
on our sinlessness. We are not saved on condition 
that we cease to sin, but on condition that we recog- 
nize our need of a Saviour from sin and accept Christ 
as this Saviour, thus receiving, in Christ, God’s for- 
giveness of all our sin, past, present, and future. To 
sin unpardonably agains¢ the Holy Spirit is, not to sin 
after the Holy Spirit has entered the life, —Paul sinned 
in that way over and over again, and so does every 
follower of Christ,—but to reject the Holy Spirit of 
God forever in wilful, deliberate, continued preference 
of sin as our eternal life choice against God's will. 
We are told that it is the work of the Holy Spirit to 
make Christ known to men. One who thus forever 
resists the Holy Spirit resists the salvation in Christ 
which the Holy Spirit is striving and yearning to con- 
fer. 

God can restore and renew, into the eternal life that is 
Christ, every one who seeks such restoration and re- 
newal. Writing of God's own chosen people, the 
Jews, who had so completely fallen away from their 


APRIL 22, 1911 


blessed first estate in God that they had resisted the 
pleadings of God’s Holy Spirit and had crucified his 
Son Jesus Christ, Paul says (Rom. 11 : 23, 24): ‘‘And 
they also, if they continue not in their unbelief, shall 
be grafted in : for God is able to graft them in again. 
For if thou [the Gentile] wast cut out of that which is 
by nature a wild olive tree, and wast grafted contrary 
to nature into a good olive tree ; how much more shall 
these, which are the natural branches, be grafted into 
their own olive tree ?"’ 

And that is God’s own comforting word to every 
backsliding child of his in Christ Jesus to-day. If he 
can bring into Christ those who have never before 
known him, how much more can he restore to the full 
service and joy of Christ those who have known him 
and have sinned and are hungering for the old love 
and fellowship and oneness! Sin does not drive 
Christ or the Holy Spirit out from those who, by the 
work of the Holy Spirit, have ever received Christ 
into their lives as Saviour and Redeemer. Sin grieves 
Christ, and dulls our consciousness of his presence ; 
but he loves us too much to leave us when, in sin, we 
need him most. Let us take him at his own pledged 
word ; ‘* Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world,”’ 

a“ 


Christian Captains of Industry 
What is a real Christian Captain of Industry? 

is the question that a Colorado reader wants answered. 
He writes ¢ 

Mr. Ridgway says in The Sunday School Times: ‘‘ Amer- 
ica’s power and glory to-day are her Christian Captains of 
Industry."’ He then names certain of these captains. 

After citing instances of what he does not count 
Christian practises on the part of some large adver- 
tisers, the correspondent continues : 


Frequently we see in the newspapers statements regatding 
‘*bargains’’ in the stores of Christian men which we know to 
be misleading, to say the least. 

Our purpose in writing is to ask what in this age is to be re- 
eee as a standard of truth, and how much is the godly 

Japtain, to whom Mr. Ridgway points his readers, responsible 
as a Christian for the character of the advertising referred to? 

If you will kindly answer this question you will. do much to 
enlighten several Sunday-school teachers who are perplexed 
as to just how they should answer their scholars. 


Christian Captains of Industry seem to be made of 
the same sort of stuff that other people in Colorado and 
Pennsylvania are made of : very fallible human clay. 
They don’t always do right. But that fact does not 
alter Christian standards. True Christian standards 
are Christ's standards. The Christian business man 
is as directly responsible for the Christ-directed truth 
of his advertising as he is for the truth of his personal 
spoken word or written bond. And there are some 
Christian Captains of Industry to-day whose business 
is directed, and whose advertising is safeguarded, by 
the personal presence of Jesus Christ himself. That 
is the kind of man that Mr. Ridgway reterred to as 
the glory and power of America. America has no 
monopoly of such men, either; they are the glory 
and power of Great Britain and other Christian coun- 
tries. And never beforé in the world’s history were 
there so many Christian Captains of Industry who are 
invincible and impregnable because they and their 
businesses are right with God. All the corruption 
and dishonor that still exist in business cannot alter 
or disprove this fact. We hear more about the wrong 
side of things than we used to, because there are more 
people than ever before who demand that the wrong 
shall be uncovered, and that Christ’s own standards 
shall prevail. 

‘sl 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


HOU God of grace, our Father, Friend, Redeemer, and 
Portion : We rejoice in thy bounty. We confess our 
frailty. And we crave thy blessing. ...Succor those 

who struggle against sin. Bestow more abundant grace on 
those who are making a good fight. Give courage to the dis- 
heartened. ... Lord, our hope—and the world’s hope—is in 
thee. We crave ampler, closer fellowship with thee. Blessed 
be thy name for sending Jesus Christ to make plain the way to 
this. Jesus, Master, teach us thine art of feeling the touch of 
God in sun and stars, in nature’s every mood, in tree and 
flower, especially in little children, and even in the careless 
and unholy. Everywhere, Father, we would come face to face 
with thee, feel thy close a? and find it good. We 
are not holy, yet our hearts cry out for thee. We would taste 
the bliss of uncalculating abandonment to thy love and care— 
that we may feel thy breath on our cheek, thine arms around 
us, thy guiding hand in ours, and may come to know that even 
our own impulses are the moving of thy Spirit. Chasten sin 
out of us, that this may be our constant experience : God ever 
with us and within us, and thy holy presence satisfying. Our 
self-imposed orphanage we find desolating and paralyzing ; we 
want our Father, and a warm and conscious place in thy fam- 
ily. Show us how to find a brother in every man we meet, 
however wayward and unlovely, and show us how to act the 
brother to him. Let us lose our loneliness and sorrow in doing 
good, and forget our own pain in quieting that of others. 
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The Military Organization of Israel 


By Professor John D. Davis, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
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ANY centuries before the Romans had built their 
rude huts among the hills on the Tiber, even 
before the sons of Greece had fought at Troy, 

the children of Israel had gone forth by their hosts 
into battle. And Israel and Judah had reached the 
tull maturity of their military life and had passed it, 
and by 587 B.C. their armies had ceased to exist, 
more than two centuries befere Alexander began his 
career of conquest and more than three centuries be- 
fore Hannibal fought with the Romans. Brief 
struggles for freedom took place, indeed, later ; but 
the military history of the Hebrews belongs to the 
early age, when Assyrians, Babylonians, and Egyptians 
strove with each other for the sovereignty of the world. 

When war was to be undertaken by the Hebrews, 
the whole military strength of the nation was sum- 
moned to the field or else contingents were furnished 
by several of the tribes or by aH of them. In times 
of emergency a general alarm was sounded to call the 
people to arms. Service was expected from all able- 
bodied men who had reached the age of twenty years 
(Num. 1 : 3; 1 Chron. 27 : 23 ; 2 Chron. 25 : 5), un- 


- less exempt for special reasons (Deut. 20 : 5-8); but 


without doubt in times of national danger thousands 
of sturdy youths under twenty years of age seized spear 
or sword and fought for life and home and country. 
The trumpet was blown to call forth the warriors, or 
messengers were dispatched with the tidings of need, 
or in fierce indignation the ghastly tokens of wrong or 
the bloody symbols of vengeance were borne far and 
wide through the land, and at the sight and the mes- 
sage the aroused people came forth to battle (Judg. 
3: 27;6: 34, 35; 19 : 27-30; 1 Sam. 11 : 6-8; 13: 
3,4; 2Sam. 20:1). It was as when the cross of 
fire was borne o’ er moor and moss in Scotland, and the 
runner, as he reached a hamlet, 


‘¢ The fatal sign of fire and sword 
Held forth, and spoke the appointed word : 
The muster-place is Lanrick mead ; 
Speed forth the signal ! 


‘* Each valley, each sequestered glen, 
Mustered its little horde of men, 
Till at the rendezvous they stood 
By hundreds prompt for blows and blood.’’ 


The tribal system naturally gave form and organiza- 
tion to the assembled host. The people were marshaled 
iby their tribes, within the tribes by the tribal families 
‘under their princes, and within these family groups by 
the fathers’ houses, known also as thousands, small 
clans under their own chieftains. Even so by tribes 
and clans the Greeks were marshaled at the siegeof 
Troy. Among the Hebrews the thousand was the 
unit in the organization. It was not a mixed body, 
made up of men from different villages, but each thou- 
sand was a kindred, a so-called fathers’ house, divided 
into companies of one hundred and squads of fifty, 
each under its own captain. This technical nomen- 
clature is sometimes overlooked by the reader of the 
record ; and the thousand is erroneously supposed to 
be always numerical, when in fact at times it is merely 
the conventional designation of a small clan. 


Safeguarding the Person of the King 

When Saul came to the throne, as the first king of 
Israel, he gathered a bodyguard about him, and his 
successors on the throne followed his example and 
likewise maintained a body of armed attendants 
(1 Sam. 22:17 ; traceable until Jehoash, 2 Kings 11 : 
4; in Israel, 10 : 25; cp. Neh. 4 : 23). David em- 
ployed foreigners in it (2 Sam. 15 : 18); a practise 
common in ‘many countries down to recent times. 
The men of the guard carried spear and shield, and 
were girt with asword (1 Kings 14 : 28; 2 Kings 10: 
25; 11 : 10, 15). They were formed into companies 
of one hundred men, which in turn were probably 
divided into two squads of fifty (cp. 2 Sam. 15 : 1; 
1 Kings 1 : 5; 2 Kings 1:9). The principal officers 
were the captains of hundreds and the commander-in- 
chief (2 Kings 11 : 4). 
rank and importance that he was given a place in the 
council of the king (2 Sam. 8 : 18). It was the duty 
of the bodyguard to protect the king’s person, to act 
as executioners, to keep watch at the gate of the 
palace, to escort the king when he went about 
on official business, and to furnish a guard. to 
run before him when he drove forth in his chariot 


This commander was of such, 


The old Hebrews were fighters; but were they 
systematic and scientific in their fighting operations, 
or unorganized and careless? Professor Davis an- 
swers the question with great fulness. He shows 
the plan of Israel’s military organization, the duties 
and magnitude of the ‘‘ king’s guard’”’ and of the 
standing army, the weapons and methods of offense 
and defense, how the army was fed, and the rela- 
tion of the religious to the military life. There is 
abundant material here for any Sunday-school class 
that has wanted to know more about the Hebrews 
as fighters. 








(1 Sam. 22:17; 1 Kings 14 : 27, 28; 2 Kings 11 : 
5). The several companies had their appointed time 
on duty and off duty ; the corps on duty at the king’s 
gate, for example, was changed every Sabbath, if not 
oftener (2 Kings 11 : 5). 

Saul gathered a small standing army also, of which 
two thousand men were with him and one thousand 
were under the command of Jonathan (1 Sam. 13 : 2; 
14:52). The system was continued and developed 
by his successors, but without doing away with the 
militia. The obligation of military service in times of 
emergency still rested on all men who had reached the 
age of twenty years ; and this large body of men fit for 
war was still organized on the community principle, 
according .to fathers’ houses (2 Chron. 14:8; 17: 
14-18 ; 25 :5; 26:12); but it is uncertain whether, 
when levies were made from the militia for an army, 
the contingents always came from each village as a 
body and were kept intact or were gathered from the 
country promiscuously and formed into companies 
and brigades without regard to tribal and family lines. 
At any rate there is record of David's organization of 
an army in twelve divisions, each containing twenty- 
four thousand men, and each in rotation being on 
duty or ready for duty during a month atatime. In 
appointing commanders for these divisions tribal lines 
were ignored, and the officers were chosen from the 
group of warriors who had been David’s companions 
in adversity and had given full proof of their courage, 
skill, and fidelity. 


How Weaponed and Officered 

The troops consiSted+in small part of slingers, 
drawn largely from the tribe of Benjamin (Judg. 20 : 
16; 2 Kings 3:25; 2 Chron. 26:14; comp. the 
Assyrians, and at a later age 1 Mac. 9:11). These 
warriors depended upon their one weapon, and, like 
David, might fight without armor to protect either 
head or body. The spearmen were more numerous, 
Each of them carried a spear and a shield, and was 
girt with a sword (2 Kings 11: 10; 1 Chron. 12 : 24, 
34; 2 Chron, 1438; 25:5). When fully armed 
their chieftains, and perhaps the men generally when 
war had become a profession, wore a helmet, and 
were clad in a Coct of mail (1 Sam. 17 : 5-7, 38; 31: 
9; comp. 2 Chron, 26 : 14). There were archers 
also. In addition to the bow and quiver they bare 
shields, were often girt with a sword (1 Sam. 18: 4; 
2 Sam. 1:22; 8 Caton. §: 28; 2 Chron. 14:8; 
17:17), and perhaps occasionally carried a sling (1 
Chron. 12:2). Horsemen were an innovation of 
Solomon’s time (1 Kings 4 : 26), and scarcely figure 
in Israel’s battles. The war chariot was also intro- 
duced in the time of the kings (2 Sam. 8: 4). It was 
serviceable on the plains, but not among the rugged 
hills of Palestine ; and surprise is felt on finding it 
in use at Ramoth in Gilead (1 Kings 22: 31). It was 
drawn by horses, and had its driver (2 Sam. 15:1 ; 
1- Kings 4 : 26 ; 22 : 34). The warrior who stood in 
it was clad in armor and used the bow (1 Kings 22: 
34; 2 Kings 9: 16, 24). 

These troops, with the’ exception of the chariots, 
were marshaled under their captains of thousands 
and captains of hundreds (1 Sam. 17:18; 2 Sam. 
18 :1; 2 Chron. 25:5), with petty officers over 
fifties and perhaps over tens (1 Sam. 8 ; 12 ; Isa. 

3; comp. t Mac. 3:55). The entire army and its 
movements were directed by a commander-in-chief, 
with whom there was commonly associated as assist- 
ants a gruup of high officers, sometimes tribal princes 
(2 Sam. 8: 16; 19 :13; 1 Kings 4:4; comp. 2 


Sam. 24:4; 2 Kings 9:5). But the king was of 
course supreme ; and he often accompanied the host 
to battle and superintended the campaign. 

Rations for the royal bodyguard and for the city gar- 
rison were probably drawn from the king's table, as 
it was called (1 Kings 4 : 22, 23, 28). But the men 
who were summoned to war from village and town 
hurried forth from home with food for a few days in 
their wallets (cemp. Judg. 7:8). At the mustering 
place they might get a further supply (1 Kings 20 : 
27, Rev. Ver.), but not always. For the rest de- 
pendence was placed upon forage (comp. Num. 20 : 
19; Josh. 5:12; 1 Sam. 25 : 4-8), and gifts (1 Sam. 
17:17, 18; 2 Sam. 17: 27-29), and the spoils of 
battle (1 Sam. 14: 32). On one occasion ten men 
out of every hundred were told off to fetch victuals for 
the people (Judg. 20 : 10) ; and once wheat and bar- 
ley were found in abundance in the abandoned camp 
of the enemy (2 Kings 7 : 16). From the time of 
David all soldiers who took part in an expedition 
shared alike in the plunder, no distinction being made 
between those who fought and those who did not have 
an opportunity to face the foe (1 Sam. 30 : 24). 

When the Fight Was On 

Before undertaking war or engaging in battle, coun- 
sel might be asked of God, at the mouth of priest or 
prophet (Judg. 1:1; 20:27; 1 Sam. -14 : 36; 2 
Sam. 5: 19, 23; 1 Kings 22: 5, 7); and information 
was gathered by spies or from captives (Josh. 2:1 ; 
Judg. 7:10; 8:14; 1 Sam. 26:4; 30:11). The 
ark was frequently taken to the seat of war, at least 
until Solomon's time (Josh. 6 : 4,.11 ; Judg. 20 : 27; 
1 Sam. 4:3; 2Sam. 11:11); and occasionally re- 
ligious service was held, and sacrifices and prayer 
offered, or prayer alone (1 Sam. 7: 8, 9; 2 Chron. 
14:11). The men were exhorted by a priest to re- 
member that Jehovah went forth with them to fight 
for them (Deut. 20 : 2-4), and the fearful were ad- 
monished to leave the field and go home (Deut. 20: 
8; Judg. 7:3). If possible, an unexpected attack 
was made upon the enemy, or an ambush was laid, 
but generally the battle was set in array, the opposing 
forces being drawn up facing each other (1 Sam. 4: 
2; 17:2, 3). The men when in battle array were 
sometimes encouraged by words from the general, and 
then on a given signal they raised their battle cry and 
rushed forward (Judg. 7 : 20; 2 Chron, 13: 15). 

As a rule, the battle was soon decided. The issue 
was determined in one famous instance by single 
combat between two champions. The Israelites and 
Philistines looked on while David and Goliath ap- 
proached each other ; and when the huge Philistine 
fell, his adherents turned to flight. At Michmash 
the unexpected appearance, assured demeanor, and 
fierce onslaught of two men put an entire garrison into 
confusion and flight (1 Sam. 14: 6-15). In the valley 
of Jezreel a dream encouraged the Israelites and dis- 
couraged the foe, and a bold stratagem enabled three 
hundred to throw a great host into a panic and turn a 
confident multitude into terror-stricken fugitives 
(Judg. 7: 13-22). At the first battle of Ebenezer the 
conflict was over, and one that escaped had reached 
Shiloh, before nightfall (1 Sam. 4: 10, 12). At 
Jabesh-gilead the Ammonites were defeated and scat- 
tered between dawn and heat of day (1 Sam. 11 : 11). 

The slaughter was often dreadful, especially during 
the pursuit.” In actual combat Goliath alone was 
slain, but in the purguit the Israelites slew the flee- 
ing Philistines to the very gates of the fortified cities. 
Wide regions were not seldom wasted by fire and 
sword, and the slain counted by tens of thousand, 
and even by the hundred thousand. 

The chief towns of Palestine were fenced, sur- 
rounded by high ard strong walls, with massive 
towers guarding thé gates and standing at other 
strategic points. To reduce these fortified cities, they 
were besieged, when starvation was relied upon to do 
its deadly work, or the battering ram, scaling ladder, 
and general assault were employed, or advantage was 
taken of the treachery of an inhabitant (Judg. 1 : 24. -- 
25; 2 Sam. 20:15; Ezek. 4:2; and later, 1 Mac. 
5°30; 6 : 20, 51). The besieged made sallies, 
manned the walls with bowmen, and hurled great . 
stones and shot arrows from military engines ‘(2 Sam. 
Il: 17, 20; 2 Chron. 26: 15). 

Princeton, N. J. 
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ANTHONY COMSTOCK, FIGHTER 


BY CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





X. WEAPONS THAT DID NOT PROSPER 


HEN you look squarely into the face of Anthony 
Comstock you look into a pair of light blue- 
ray eyes which in turn have many times 
looked full in the face of physical death and have 
not turned away. Worse than death they have 
faced, too; crippling and mutilation, attacks upon 
honor and the destroying of reputation. Yet through 
thirty-nine years of such attack and strain there has 
suunded in this man’s heart the song of the promises 
of God, and chief among these has been God’s word 
through Isaiah: No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn, This 
is the heritage of the servants of Jehovah, 

Soon after that historic Sunday, March 2, 1873, when 
Congress had enacted the law for which the ‘* hope- 
less '’ fight of faith had been made, a man at the head 
of a so-called medical institute was arrested, indicted, 
and convicted by Comstock for selling through the 
mails an infamous article. Of other men who were 
advertising criminal drugs and articles, some eighteen 
or twenty offenders either were in jail awaiting trial or 
had given bail to answer indictments of the Grand 
Jury in federal courts. Still others had been arrested 
in cities of New England and New York State and in 
Cleveland, Chicago, Indianapolis, and Des Moines. 


A Six-Cent Triumph 

Each arrest seemed to add to the fury of the wide- 
spread opposition to Comstock, A strategic move 
was made by the bringing of civil suits against him. 
In city after city such suits were commenced, calcu- 
lated to harass his operations and to intimidate him 
against further prosecution of the cases he had so vig- 
orously begun. These suits were brought on the 
ground of alleged illegal arrest and malicious persecu- 
tion. A Boston man began action against Mr. Com- 
stock for $30,000; in New York the suits varied 
from $15,000 to $30,000 ; in Indianapolis were two 
of $20,000 and $25,000; in Des Moines an injured 
innocent sued for $10,000. It was an evident com- 
bination of the illicit dealers to frighten the anti-vice 
man off and embarrass his efforts in various places at 
the same time. 

The civil suits against the young Agent of the So- 
ciety for the Suppression of Vice all failed except one, 
in which judgment was rendered against him for six 
cents, A counter suit was brought against the 
plaintiff and a like judgment was secured in Com- 
stock's favor. It was a case of quits. Abusive and 
threatening anonymous letters were an accompaniment 
of those days, and even worse messengers of evil. One 
envelope addressed to Mr, Comstock lacked sufficient 
postage, and a clerk went to the post-office to pay the 
needed postage due. He had suspiciously smelled of 
the package as he returned, then laid it on Mr, Com- 
stock's desk. The latter opened it, and found an in- 
fected porous plaster, which, as he handled it, gave 
him, as he describes it, a peculiar doring sensation in 
the pores of his hand and face. At once he had his 
skin and his office disinfected. He escaped serious 
trouble ; the assistant was ill for a year. 

At his home Mr. Comstock one day received by 
mail a collection of smallpox scabs, labeled as such, 
with a hearty message from the sender expressing 
the hope that they would do their full work. Mr. 
Comstock and his wife were at once vaccinated, and 
escaped. He had had smallpox as a boy. 

Still another time, as Mr. Comstock was standing 
in the store of the American Tract Society at 150 
Nassau Street, New York, a messenger: came in and 
handed him a small pasteboard box. He received it 
innocently, and opened it, only later learning its con- 
tents. It was what is pleasantly known as an infernal 
machine. A sixteen-ounce bottle of rifle powder lay 
in the bottom of the box, beside ita bottle of sul- 
phuric acid, and between and around them plenty of 
closely-packed broken glass, This was all well com- 
pacted together, and over it lay a partition of wood, 
glued down. On top of the wood was a lever, eight 
or nine inches long, revolving on a screw through its 
center. On one end of the lever was a piece of 
emery, on the other end an elastic band, fastened to 
a screw turned into the wooden partition. At the 
end of the box, where tle emery-end of the lever 
came, was a block of wood punctured with holes in 


Mz. Comstock’s vigorous life and work have not 
been interrupted during this past year, though his 
life-story in these pages hasbeen. It is now the Edi- 
tor’s privilege to resume the narrative, and it is 
hoped that it may be continued here, from time to 
time during the spring and summer, until its appear- 
ance in book form completes the life story of this 
Christian soldier whose ‘‘name [has] spread far 
abroad, for he was marvellously helped.”* 





whick were thrust half a dozen match ends, and in 
the center of these, through a hole in the block, was 
a ‘* quick match,’’ or fuse, communicating with the 
powder beneath. The box was so set, of course, that 
the opening of the lid would release the lever. 

That was the plan. The little box was one of the 
weapons that was intended to prosper. God had other 
plans. The inventors of the machine had, in their eager- 
ness to make a sure thing of it, drawn the elastic band 
so taut that, while the messenger was carrying the box 
to Mr. Comstock the lever had been slowly drawn under 


‘a bit of wood ; and when the lid was removed the 


strength of the elastic was exhausted, and there wasn't 
enough force left to ignite amatch. ‘As Mr. Comstock 
opened the box there was a click ; everybody jumped ; 
and that was all. 

‘The wrath of man,’’ says Mr. Comstock, ‘shall 
praise thee; the remainder of wrath shalt thou re- 
strain."’ 

There was a big Irish ex-prizefighter, standing 
six feet three, named Sullivan, who kept an obscene- 
book store in Nassau Street. Mr. Comstock had him 
arrested, Out on bail, he lay in wait one day as Com- 
stock came from Judge Benedict's Federal Court in 
Chambers Street, near the City Hall, and was crossing 
the park on the way to his office. Mr. Comstock's 
hands were full of exhibits, and Sullivan struck out at 
him from the shoulder, viciously. The young New 
Englander dodged, dropped the exhibits, and his fist 
somehow landed just between the eyes of the ex-prize- 
fighter, whose head dropped helplessly back. Before 
he could recover, Comstock sprang at him, caught 
him by the throat, forced him backwards over one of 
the chains that keep people off the grass, throttled him 
with one hand while with the other he kept the crowd 
off, and waited for the arrival of a hastening police- 
man, Then Mr. Sullivan was. put into safe-keeping 
on the Island, for assault, and later was convicted on 
the original charge. 


A Conspiracy Grows Serious 

Cn another occasion a man whom Comstock had 
caught committing an infamous felony, and who was 
under arrest, came up behind his prosecutor on a 
stairway in the court house and spit in his face; as 
Comstock turned, the criminal broke his cane over 
Comstock’s head. And then he .promptly dropped 
the cane and himself dropped unexpectedly into a 
cornei, while Mr. Comstock stood over him until an 
officer could take charge and lock him up. He was 
sent up later for two years, and Mr. Comstock be- 
lieves it was he who, after serving his time, sent the 
infernal machine. 

This criminal was one of the ringleaders in a con- 
Spiracy to put their enemy permanently out of the 
way. Mr. Comstock found an anonymous letter in 
his pew in church saying that he was to be killed, and 
about the same time came another letter confirming this, 
with the further information that a certain man who 
‘«hung out’’ in Oxley's saloon, in Sixth Avenue, New 
York, was plotting the thing. Mr. Comstock later 
discovered that the letter had been sent to him by the 
police officer whom he had had dismissed from the 
force because of ‘‘ tipping off’’ dealer Simpson, one 
of the early arrests. The ex-policeman was now in 
the employ of this criminal gang, and he said he 
would do anything against Comstock, but ‘‘ he'd be 
if he’d stand for murder.’’ 


’ 





After his warning and information, Mr. Comstock 


sent a man to Oxley's saloon to trace the thing out. 
This man talked excitedly and threateningly against 
Comstock, in the assassin’s presence, and managed 
to get acquainted. He then talked about putting up 
a job to get Comstock impeached as a witness in court. 
The thug’s suspicions were disarmed, and he took the 
decoy into his confidence, explaining that there was 





no use in trying to impeach their man in court, for he 
had too many friends, but that they were planning to 
sandbag him to death as he came out of church on a 
Sunday night. 

Those were days when the young Brooklyn husband 
and father never knew, as he bade good-by to his wife 
and little girl in the morning, whether he would ever 
see them again. It was a time of awful strain and 
suspense, , But the comforting assurance of God's 
promise concerning the weapons raised against him 
was mighty ; and he was stayed in his faith and cour- 
age. He was careful, after the full report on the mur- 
der plot, not to let any stranger walk near him to or 
from church. But the plotters finally discovered that 
the ‘*decoy’’ was Mr. Comstock’s man, and the plot 
never materialized. 

Back in 1868, young Comstock, then a clerk ina 
New York drygoods house, had caused the arrest of a 
man named Conroy for selling obscene books, In 
1874 Conroy was found to be using the mails for his 
old business, operating in sixteen different post-offices 
under eighteen aliases. But Mr. Comstock secured a 
warrant from the U. S. Commissioner for Conroy under 
the alias N. F. Kirke, at Newark, N. J., for an offense 
committed there, and the warrant was placed in Com- 
stock's hands for execution. He captured Conroy 
late one Saturday night as he came to the Newark 
post-office for his mail, and took him before the 
Commissioner. There being no United States deputy 
marshal at hand, Mr. Comstock was deputed by the 
Commissioner to take his man to the Newark jail. 
This was done in a closed carriage. 


Why the Scar Remains 

On the way the prisoner pleaded in the most piti- 
able and abject way for his release. When the jail 
was reached, the two men prepared to alight, and 
Comstock was just reaching for the door of the car- 
riage when Conroy seized his hand and struck him in 
the head with the blade of a pocket-knife, cutting 
through his hat and making a slight scalp wound. 
As Comstock still sought to get the door open, the man 
lunged desperately again with his knife, and this time 
with better effect, as he tore Comstock’s face open 
and slashed through five facial arteries. The wounded 
man then sprang out and his prisoner followed, only 
to be covered instantly by the revolver that plucky 
Anthony had whipped from his pocket with one hand as 
he tried to compress the wound and stop the flow of 
blood with the other. In this condition he marched 
his prisoner into the jail, turned him over to the war- 
den, asked for the address of a reliable surgeon, and 
drove there on the jump. 

‘Good evening, doctor ; I've got a job for you,”’ 
was his quiet greeting. 

‘‘Well, I should think you had,’’ answered the 
surgeon. 

The wound was hastily dressed and closed with 
sticking plaster, and Mr. Comstock, accompanied by 
a post-office clerk who fortunately was with him, 
drove to the depot and was soon on atrain to New 
York, Taking carriage again.to Brooklyn, he stopped 
at the house of his loved pastor, the Rev. William Ives 
Buddington, in order that he might accompany him to 
his home and break the news to Mrs. Comstock. Mr, 
Buddington was away ; but Mrs. Buddington took his 
place and preceded Mr. Comstock to hishome. There 
she told the anxious wife that there had been an acci- 
dent, but that there was no occasion to worry. Shortly 
afterward Mr. Comstock arrived, to find awaiting him 
avery brave little woman who, with a very white face, 
took his arm and helped him upstairs. , 

The physician and pastor were soon at his bedside, 
the severed arteries were picked up and tied, the 
wound once more dressed, and about midnight 
they left Anthony Comstock, fighter, as comfort- 
ably off as a man could be under the circum- 
stances. Two weeks later he was in Philadelphia 
attending a United States court and prosecuting 
several cases. He carries a long, deep scar to this 
day, on that left cheek. 

The weapons raised against him have not pros- 
pered. God is good; his word stands inviolate. 
(The next chapter in this biography will 
tell something of this fighting Christian’ s 
eagerness to befriend and help the men whom 
in his duty-doing he has had to prosecute.) 
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THE TWENTIETH CENTURY CRUSADERS| 


A CHILDREN’S DAY EXERCISE 
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PROCESSIONAL should be arranged of children 
taking part in the service, carrying the flags to 
be used later. They remain standing as all 

sing two stanzas of ‘‘ Fling Out the Banner."’ 

The Scripture verses and stories referred to are found in the Inter- 
national Graded Course of Sunday School Lessons. 

Costumes may be simply made of cheese-cloth and sheets, etc. In- 
dian costumes are easily obtainable, or blankets may be draped for 
them. Several missionary societies issue folders ——— costume 
making. Pictures will help. Flags of all lands, church flags, and 
Christian Conquest flags may be obtained of various Sunday-school 
supply houses. 

e Twentieth Century Sunday-school Crusaders pictures would 
be an attractive thing to place on the walls of the church in this con- 
nection, and the small postcards of the same would make a pretty 
souvenir to distribute. The picture is in three colors, and it represents 

hildren of all nati in their native costumes, carrying their national 
banners or the Christian Conquest flag. cards may be obtained 
from The Sunday School Times Company at 50 cents for the large 
ones, while the little cards will be sent postpaid on —— < 2 cents 
each ; three for 5 cents, 20 cents a dozen, or $1.50 a hundred. 


The Army 

Group of children carrying some United States flags and some 
either church or Christian Conquest flags, a large one of each being 
carried at the head of the procession. 

First boy: (Coming from opposite side of platform from 
the rest.) Attention! whom do you represent? 

Answer : (Answers may be given by different pupils.) We 
represent the Sunday-School Army of the United States. 

First boy : The stars and stripes wave high, but what of 
the other banner carried so proudly before ? 

Answer: It is the flag of the Church, with the Cross of 
Christ, by which sign we conquer. 

First boy: How great is your army ? 

Answer ; So great that if it passed on a highway from 
Boston to San Francisco and return, marching single file, 
three feet apart, the head of the army would be back in Bos- 
ton before the last part would have started from that city. 

First boy : Of what are your ranks composed ? 

Answer: Like the family and like the church, of all 
kinds of people, of all ages: there are babies, little chil- 
dred, boys and girls, men and women, in the army, and 
old people as well. 

First boy : Let us see some of your members, who shall tell 
us of your army, what they learn, what they fight, and how ! 

‘Answer: You shall see them. Here come the first, the 
youngest of all. 


Preceding group gathers at side of platform as Cradle Roll babies, 
carried or in go-carts, are brought to the platform. With them are 
three Primary children, who recite the following : 


Cradle Roll 


These are our Cradle Roll babies, 
These babies so tiay and small, 

These are our Cradle Roll babies, 
And the dear Lord loveth them all, 


They are a part of our army, 
A part so tiny and wee, 
But though they are small, 
They surely will grow— 
Just watch them and you will see ! 





Gather the babies, we want them all ! 
Each name in our army here we would call. 
And as they grow older, we hope they will be, 
Each one, dear Saviour, a soldier for thee ! 
All pass from platform to soft music as next group passes on. 
Beginners 
We are little Beginners, 
We’re small, but we shall grow. 
We’re a part of the Sunday-school Army, 
And a very large part, you know! 


Would you like to hear what we’re learning, 
We children, tiny and small ? 

We learn of God’s love and his goodness, 
And his care for children all. 


Now some verses let us tell you 
From out God’s wonderful Book. 
They’re made for little children— 
You’ll find them there, if you look. . 


Let the following verses be recited by as many different children as 
possible : 


God is love. 

The Lord is good to all. 

God is my helper. 

He careth for you. 

Be ye kind. 

Let us love one another. 

We love, because he first loved us. 

Even a child maketh himself known by his doings, 
He loved us, and sent his Son. 

Suffer little children to come unto me. 


It’s hard to know which is the best one, 
They’ll help us, one and all. 
They’ll help us to be good soldiers, 
Even tho’ we are very small. 
As these pass from platform, let piano play ‘‘ The Knights’ March- 


ing Song,” from “ Songs for Little People,” until Primary group are 
in their places: 


Primary 


Carrying smali Church or Christian Conquest flags. Singing: 
“The Knights’ Marching Song” (No. 60, in “Songs for Little People,” 
published by Pilgrim Press, Boston, Mass.). 

We are only Primary children, but we belong to this 
great army of Sunday-school folks, We are trying to be 
brave soldiers, too. Every day we have to fight against 
wrong-doing. Every time we do right things we are 
stronger, So we shall grow to be good soldiers when we 
are older. Here are some verses we have learned to help us: 


Recited by as many different Primary children as possible. 


O Lord, thou art our Father, 
a Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are 

d. 
' The Lord is thy keeper. 

What time I am afraid, I will put my trust in thee. 

I the Lord am with thee, and will keep thee whitherso- 
ever thou goest. 

Eat in due season for strength. 

Do not forget to entertain strangers. 

Speak ye every man truth to his neighbor. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. 

And thy neighbor as thyself. 

Be ye doers of-the Word. 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to the 
whole creation. ° 

All that the Lord hath spoken will we do and be obedi- 
ent. 

Piano plays “Oh, We are Volunteers,” as Primary children pass 
from platform, and Juniors and Intermediates come forward. Singing 


by this group, ‘‘ Oh, We are Volunteers,”’ two verses (No. 76, in Pri- 
mary and Junior Hymnal,” Heidelberg Préss) . 


1. We belong to the Junior part of this Sunday-school 
Army. We can read, so we are reading and getting ac- 
quainted with this wonderful guide-book for our journey of 
life—the Bible. (Shows book.) 

2. You know it is really a library of sixty-six books, 
There are books of all kinds in it: history, biography, 
poetry, prophecy. People have divided it into two parts, 
the Old Testament and the New Testament. There are 
thirty-nine books in the Old Testament and twenty-seven 
inthe New. (Shows books as talks.) 

3. In Genesis there are some beautiful stories of the Be- 
ginnings ; the beginning of the world, the first man and 
woman, the first garden, Then we read of the first sin, 
the first murder, and of the flood and the rainbow, 

4. There are some fine stories of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, the three patriarchs, The one about Joseph and all 
the things he did is splendid. We like to hear of Moses, 
too, who led the people of Israel out of Egypt, where they 
were slaves, 

5. Joshua was a brave fighter as he led the people of 
Israel into the promised land. I like some of the judges: 
Gideon the brave and Samuel the great. Then there are 
kings : David the man after God’s own heart, and Solomon 
the wise. 

6. After a while there were two kingdoms, Judah and 
Israel, with kings; some bad, some good. There were 
prophets who preached righteousness, and because the 
people would not obey God came the Captivity in strange 
lands. 

7. I like the stories in the New Testament also. We 
learn there of Jesus Christ and his loving, helpful life on 
earth, of his death and resurrection, and his going back to 
heaven. He told his friends to go everywhere and tell 
people about him. 

8. The book of Acts tells how they went everywhere 
preaching the Word. But because men have since the 
Bible days been preaching Christ, we have stories of some 
of these missionaries also, We like to learn of David Liv- 
ingstone, the man who kept his word ; of how Paton prayed 
when he dug that well; of Robert Morrison and the first 
Chinese Bible—and all the others. 

9g. When we are Juniors we learn to repeat many verses 
and chapters from God’s Book. We want to learn to live 
them, too. One of the chapters we learn is the first Psalm. 


Repetition by one pupil, or by a group, of the first 
Psalm. (Any other chapter may be given instead if de- 
sired. é 


Recitation by an Intermediate pupil : 


There is an armor of which the Bible tells, which we 
need to fight as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. (Repeats 
Eph. 6 : 11-18.) 


4 Intermediate Group 
We've shown you a part of this army, 
And you who sit in these pews, 
You too are soldiers with us, 
Your battles you must not lose ! 


This army’s for more than children, 
For our brothers and sisters all ; 

Our fathers and mothers and old folks, 
‘They, with those who are also so small. 





We'd all be good soldiers, you must know, 
We'd do battle for what is right, 
And if — will help us; we'll learn to be brave, 
And learn for what cause to fight. 
Two boys, one with large United States flag, the other with church 


flag of same size, come to front of church, The salute may be given 
by those on platform, or by whole school, as seems best. 


Boy with United States Flag: ‘‘ Salute the flag !’’ 

Salute; 1 pledge allegiance to my flag and to the coun- 
try for which it stands ; one nation, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all. 

Boy with Church Flag: ** Salute the flag !’’ 

Salute: I pledge allegiance to my flag and to the Saviour 
for whose kingdom it stands ; one brotherhood, uniting all 
mankind in service and love. 

Singing by congregation, one verse of ‘*To the work, 
to the work, We are servants of God.’’ 

Flag-bearers pass to platform, girls and boys there grouping them- 
selves to leave room for those in costume who are to follow. 

Bearer of United States Flag: But who are these with 
strange costumes and with flags as strange ? 


* If possible, let those in costume, a boy and a girl of each land, 


march the length of the church as they sing, and wait near the plat- 
form, going to it by turn as their part comes, and grouping themselves 
effectively after each recitation. 

Processional of those in costume, singing ‘‘ Onward, 
Christian Soldiers.’’ 

Bearer of British Flag, advancing: From England fair 
Icome. You have told of your Sunday-school Army. Wein 
England have one also, Shall we not join you, that together 
we may be big brothers to all nations of the world, so that all 
may know the Christ, from the least to the greatest ? 


The three flag-bearers cross flags, with church flag in center, as 
platform group sing the following: 


= —_— | a 
P= SES 
We wel-come you; We wel-come you; We wel-come you! 








Those jn costume, earrying each oné a flag of the country they 
represent, and a church flag, come forward in pairs. 

1. I [We] are from China, where the people are just 
waking from the sleep of ages. From England and from 
the United States came Robert Morrison, who gave us our 
first Chinese Bible. 

2. From Japan, I [we], ‘‘ that far-off land, with pagodas 
high and temples grand.’’ But we need more than pago- 
das and temples—we need God. 

From India’s coral strand we [or I] come. Do you 
remember William Carey, the first missionary there ? 

4. Weare from Korea, that land that is so ready to hear 
and do the gospel message. 

5. From Africa we,—the dark continent, which is just 
beginning to see the light. We still remember David Liv- 
ingston, the man who always kept his word. 

6. 1 am from the land where Jesus lived on earth. We 
are just beginning to be free again—rejoice with us! 

7. Iam from your neighbor, South America, the land o/ 
a religion without a book. How we need the Bible! 

8. I am your Indian brother from the Western plains. 
John Eliot gave us our first Indian Bible. 

All in Costumes (raising flags as they speak): We carry 
each his own banner, but over all is the one banner, the 
flag of the church. For we foo are of this army: we too 
would fight for the right! 

Platform Group, as before, sing ‘* We welcome you.’’ 

Flag-bearer - But how did you learn of Jesus? 

Song by those in costume: ‘‘ A Ship Goes Sailing ’’ (No. 
168 in Heidelberg Press ‘* Primary and Junior Hymnal ’’). 
Use second and third verses here, without chorus, slightly 
changing words as follows : 


‘* A ship came seiling o’er the sea, Bearing your gifts afar, 
Bibles that told the Christ-child’s birth, Of Shepherds 
and the star. 


‘* A ship came sailing o’er the sea, Children of far-off lands 
Have learned to love and serve the Lord, And follow his 
commands.”’ 


Flag-bearer (interrupting): But do all in your land? 
know and love the Lord? . 

Answer: There are many millions that do not know him, 
who have net yet learned the wonderful story of his love. 

Question: But what can we do about it, we who are the 
Sunday-school Army of the World? We mus¢ follow 
Christ’s command, and “go into all the world and make 
disciples of all nations !’’ ' 

Song: Fourth verse of Ship Song, with chorus, changing 
words as follows : gels 
** A ship send sailing o’er the sea, Flag floating ‘up on high; 

His bannér over us is love, The nations shall swell the 

cry.’’— Chorus: ‘* Sail on,’’ etc. 

Flag-bearer : As we all sing ‘‘In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory ’’ let us pray that as we glory in his cross, so we may 
lead others, even all nations, to know the Christ himself. 

Congregation sings, ‘*In the Cross of Christ I Glory.’’ 


—Florence Sears Ware, Worcester, Mass. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OW much value ought we to place upon our- 
selves? Of how much real importance ought 
we to believe we are to God, and to God’s work 

here on earth? How much can we of ourselves do 
for God and his work? What contribution can we 
make either to our own salvation or to the salvation 
of others ? 

Stimulate the class to think seriously and search- 
ingly about the actual place and value of self 
in our sight and in God’s sight; and then sug- 

est that Uzziah’s record be examined to see what 
fight it throws on the question. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Gop THE CENTER AND GOAL (vs. I-5).—Uzziah, a 
Hebrew boy, sixteen years old, when he was put on 
the throne of the kingdom of God’s own Chosen 
People, ‘‘ set himself to seek God.” We may be 
sure that God also had ‘set himself to seek” Uzziah; 
and you remember the old Scotch woman’s remark 
that ‘‘ where there’s twa seeking, there’s sure to be 
a finding.” God found Uzziah, and Uzziah found 
God. To seek God, and to do that which is right in 
the eyes of God, is to make God the center and the 
goal of our life. Self, then, hasn't much show. That 
seems to be the way this boy king's life began and 
continued for many years. 

Wuat Ir MEantT (vs. 6-15).—Is the God-seeking 
and God-centered life a life of poverty and hardship ? 
Some one read the last eleven words of verse 5. Pros- 
perity, then, not poverty, seems to be God’s plan for 
those who give him the whole place in their lives. 
How did it work out in the young king’s case? 

He had one of the most remarkable reigns, in suc- 
cess, wealth, and victory, of any king that the He- 
brews ever had. Just see how the record piles up 
the wonderful story. 


Six important things that Uzziah did well (Sanders, 7). 

Almost the glories of Solomon’s empire revived (Ross, 1). 

Testimony of the Assyrian documents (Beecher, 1). 

Judah’s relations to the Northern Kingdom, and the 
condition of Syria and Assyria (Sanders, 9, 10). 

Where were Eloth and the other cities named ? (Beecher. ) 

Military aggressiveness of Uzziah (Beecher, on vs. 6-8). 

How to repeat to-day the glory of Uzziah’s best years 
(Ridgway, 1). , 

A present-day scene at one of the gates of Jerusalem 
(Lesson Scenes), 

What was the ‘‘ wilderness’’? (Beecher, on v, 10), 

Oriental towers and cisterns of to-day (Mackie, 1). 

Why men ought to love husbandry (Ridgway, 3). 

Uzziah evidently at the head of a coalition against Assyria 
(Beecher, on vs, 11-15). 

The military organization of Judah and Israel (Davis, on 
p. 191). 

‘* Marvelously helped, till he was strong’’ (Ridgway, 4). 


SELF THE CENTER AND GOAL (v. 16).—In 2 Kings 
5: 1, after the greatness and power of Naaman, the 
commander of Syria’s army, were told, a single little 
word of three letters followed that offset all that had 
gone before. What was it? Now we come upon the 
same word, after this story of marvelous success. 
Bur. And what caused this ‘‘ But”? 

Wuat It MEant (vs. 16-21).—** As long as he sought 
Jehovah, God made him to prosper.” He was strong, 
‘*for he was marvellously helped” by God. The mo- 
ment he stopped seeking God, and sought his own 
glory ; the moment he thought that Ae was strong of 
himself, the end was in sight. Self-seeking, counting 
self as worth something, marked the break-up. 

Follow the pitiable story out in class, and show 
how his sin expressed itself : 


Uzziah’s sin of irreverent pride ; self-will and arrogance 
(Ross, 5). 

The temple was Uzziah’s Naboth’s vineyard (Mackie, 2). 

A soundly practical study of the perils of prosperity, and 
the safeguards against them (Pierson, throughout). 

Uzziah’s mistake (Ridgway, last two paragraphs). 

Why the top of Uzziah’s ladder broke : a good class ex- 
ercise for pencil and paper (Howard). 

A good object lesson showing how pride fills up a heart 
until it is useless ; the only remedy (Lovett, 2). 

Uzziah’s leprosy typical of all; the sure outworking of 
the leprosy of sin (Ross, 6; Wells, 7). 

Pride the most merciless of all our sins (Ross, 7). 

What happens when pride won’t yield (Round-Table, 1). 

Letting the flowers of life poison us (Round-Table, 


3). 


Self-satisfaction flings the doors of the life open to 
Satan. Uzziah ‘forgot his own unworthiness,” 





2 Chronicles 26. Commit verses 19, 20 


Read chapters 26-28 


7. 

8 And the Am’mon-ites gave tribute to Uz-zi‘ah: and his 
name spread abroad even to the entrance of Feyp ; for he 
waxed exceeding strong. 9 Moreover Uz-zi’ah built towers in 
Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the 
turning ofthe wall, and fortified them. 10 And he built tow- 
ers in the wilderness, and hewed out many cisterns, for he had 
much cattle ; in the lowland also, and in the ! plain: aad he 
had husbandmen and vinedressers in the mountains and in 
2the fruitful fields; for he loved husbandry. 11 Moreover 
Uz-zi'ah had an army of fighting men, that went out to war by 
bands, according to the number of their reckoning made by 
Je-i’el the scribe and Ma-a-se’iah the officer, under the hand 
of Han-a-ni‘ah, one of the king’s captains. 12 The whole 
number of the heads of fathers’ houses, even the mighty 
men of valor, was two thousand and six hundred. 13 And 
under their hand was 8 an army, three hundred thousand and 
sever. thousand and five hundred, that made war with might 
power, to help the king agent the enemy. 14 And Uz-zi’ 
prepared for them, even for all the host, shields, and spears, 
and helmets, and coats of mail, and bows, and stones for — 
ing. 15 And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by skil- 
ful men, to be on the towers and upon the ‘battlements, 
wherewith to shoot arrows and great stones. And his name 
spread far abroad ; for he was marvellously helped, till he was 
strong. 

16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up, 5so that 
he did corruptly, and he trespassed against Jehovah his God ; 
for he went into the temple of Jehovah to burn incense upon 
the altar of incense. 17 And Az-a-ri‘ah the priest went in after 
him, and with him fourscore peas of Jehovah, that were 
valiant men: 18 and they withstood Uz-zi’ah the king, and 
said unto him, It pertaineth not unto thee, Uz-zi’ah, to burn 
incense unto Jehovah, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that 
are consecrated to burn incense : go out of the sanctuary ; for 
thou hast trespassed ; neither shall it be for thine honor from 
Jehovah God. 19 ‘Then Uz’zi/ah was wroth; and he had a 
censer in his hand to burn incense ; and while he was wroth 
with the priests, the leprosy ® brake forth in his forehead before 
the priests in the house of Jehovah, beside the altar of incense, 
20 And Az-a-ri’ah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked 
upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and 
they thrust him out quickly from thence ; yea, himself hasted 
also to go out, because Jehovah had smitten him. 21 And 
Uz-zi’ah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and 
dwelt in a’ separate house, being a leper ; for he was cut off 
from the house of Jehovah : and o’tham his son was over the 
king's house, judging the people of'the land. 

1 Or, table-land %Or, Carmel See 1 S. 25. 2. 3 Heb. the er 
of an army. * Or, corner towers 5% Or, to his desivaction % Heb. 
rose (as the sun). 7 Or, infirmary 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
% 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 2,-Where was Eloth ? (Beecher; Sanders, 4.) 

Verse 5.—What more is known about Zechariah? 
(Beecher. ) 

Verse 7.—Where were Gur-baal and the Meunim? 
(Beecher.) 

Verse 8.—Who were the Ammonites ? (Beecher.) 

Verse 9.—What were the corner gate and the valley 
gate ? (Beecher; Lesson Scenes, 2.) 

Verse 10,— What wilderness is meant here ? (Beecher ; 
Mackie, 1; Sanders, 7.) 

Verse 15.—Is it known what sort of engines these were ? 
(Beecher ; Wells, 4.) 

Verse 16.— Where do we find that the king’s burning of 
incense was forbidden ? (Beecher; Ross, 5.) 








says Mr. Ross (last paragraph). He failed to re- 
member the three vital things that Mr. Pierson 
names as our only hope against breakdown, that: 
God is the source of all that is good; our being used 
of God for a blessing to others is his purpose in all 
that he does for us; the awful contrast between God 
and ourselves even when we seem to be at our best. 
A beautiful lesson in self-sinking is given from the 
life of F. B. Meyer, in the Round-Table (2d para- 
graph). It is the full heads of wheat, not the empty 
ones, that are bowed. The reason for the closing 
words of the Lord’s Prayer is pointed out in Miss 
Lovett’s last paragraph. 

Self, because fatally poisoned by sin, is worthless. 
It is dead, in God’s sight; it has novalue. God does 
not need us in any work of his; but he graciously 
offers us the infinite privilege of being used by him. 
Even then it is He who does whatever good is done, 
not we. Our only hope of being used by him as he 
would use us is to die unto self, and to make God in 
Christ the goal, the center, the purpose, the a// of 
our life. The instant we commence to count our- 
selves as either strong in ourselves, or peculiarly 
needed by God or efficient to God or to other people, 
that instant we begin to destroy our He 
unless we let God bring us back again to himself 
through the death of ourselves, 


LESSON 6. MAY ”. UZZIAH, KING OF JUDAH, HUMBLED 


Golden Text: Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.—Proverbs 16 : 18 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D, 


AARALLEL Recorps.—According to the best 
opinions Amos and Zechariah 9-11 belong to 
this reign, and portions of the prophecies of 

Hosea and Isaiah. In 2 Kings 14: 21 to 15 : 35 is an 
account of Uzziah, there usually called Azariah, as 
in 1 Chronicles 3: 12, including the record for the 
northern kingdom during his reign. The account in 
Chronicles is a duplicate of part of that in Kings, 
with considerable additions, Certain long but much 
mutilated Assyrian documents, as they have com- 
monly been understood, speak of Uzziah as at the 
head of a great uprising of the peoples of the region 
against Assyrian rule. 

Time.—According to the Bible Uzziah reigned fifty- 
two years, apparently 807 to 755 B.C. According to 
the current Assyrian sereecieny his reign terminated 
about 736 B. G, but its length and the dates of the 
events within it’are conjectural. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 1-5.—The people... took Usziah;: The 
people had their part in making the king. It was 
teally a constitutional monarchy.— Buzlt LEloth: 
Otherwise known as Elath, at the head of the east- 
ern arm of the Red Sea.—Zechariah : Mentioned 
only here. Possibly the author of Zechariah 9-11. . 

Verses 6-8.— Went forth: Did not merely stay at 
home and defend himself.—Brake down the wall: 
Made the Philistines submissive by compelling them 
to leave their cities unfortified.— Gur-baa/: Men- 
tioned only in this passage ; somewhere to the south- 
east of Judah.—Z7he Meuniyt: Probably the people 
that is called Maon in Judges 10: 12; perhaps men- 
tioned in 2 Chronicles 20: 1. hey are associated 
with Ammonites, Amalekites, Philistines, etc. In 
the time of Uzziah’s great-grandson, Hezekiah, they 
had settlements on his southern frontier, from which 
they were dispossessed by men of Simeon (1 Chron. 
4:41, Rev. Ver.)-—Ammonites: Of the group of 
tribes founded by the. sons of Lot, the nephew of 
Abraham ; their territory was east of the Jordan, 
toward the desert.—Gave tribute to Uzziah: As 
they had formerly done to David and Solomon. 

erse 9.—Corner gate: See 2 Kings 14: 13; Zech. 

14: 10; Jer. 31: 38.—Valley gate: See Neh. 2 : 13, 
15; 3:13. The maps locate the ancient Valley gate 
of Jerusalem not far from the present Jaffa gate, and 
the Corner gate some hundreds of yards to the north- 
east of that. Between the two was the gate of 
Ephraim, and the portion of the wall which was 
broken down by Jehoash of Israel (2 Kings 14: 13). 
Nehemiah calls the gates of Jerusalem by the same 
names which they had before the exile. 

Verse 10.—7he wilderness * The pasturage coun- 
try south of the farming regions of Judah. The 
other localities here mentioned are widely separated, 
to the east and the west of Jordan. 

Verses 11-15.—An army: If the Assyrian records 
have been correctly understood, Uzziah had the 
leadership of a large coalition of peoples that threw 
off the Assyrian yoke, and had to be reconquered. 
This agrees with what is said in Chronicles concern- 
ing his enterprise, his ree! B ghe pi gerege his nu- 
merous forces.—7wo thousand and six hundred: 
His military staff and nucleus of organization. We 
naturally understand the larger number that follows 
as including the full quotas of all the allies.— Engines, 
etc.: Literally, ‘‘ inventions invented by an inventor,” 
Concerning them we only know what is told in the 
following clauses. 

Verses 16-18.—His heart was lifted up: He be- 
came self-conceited and arrogant.— Went into the 
temple...to burn incense: Went there with that 
intention. He saw no reason why the king should 
not be the supreme authority in religion as in other 
things, though the law prohibited the burning of in- 
cense by any but the priests (Exod. 30: 7-8; Num. 
18 : 7, 16 : 40), and emphasized the prohibition by 
the narrative concerning Korah and his company 
(Num. 16).—Azariah the priest: Some identify him 
with the second of the three Azariahs in the list of the 
high priests (for example, Am. Rev. Ver. with Refer- 
ences, margin at 1 Chron. 6 : 10), Azariah, the father 
of Amariah. -But it is more natural to identify Ama- 
riah with the high priest of Jehoshaphat’s time (2 
Chron. 19: 11). The omission of names is a frequent 
phenomenon in the genealogical lists in the Bible (for 
example, Matt. 1:8). Among the omitted names in 
the list in Chronicles are Jehoiada and two Azariahs 
(2 Chron. 22: rz f£; 26: 17; 31 : 10). 

Verse 19.—Leprosy : Uzziah’s having to give place 
to the inexperienced Jotham was a great calamity 
(comp. Isa. 3: 1-5). 

Ausurn, N. Y. 





LESSON FOR MAY 7 (2Ch.on. 26) 


The Pride the Lord Hates 


By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


HE record of the reign of Uzziah is remarkable 
for the fact that it is as full on the moral as on 
the material side. So far as ma/eria/ things 

are concerned, the account in our chapter, supple- 
menting the briefer notice inthe book of Kings, gives 
with extraordinary fulness and succinctness a résumé 
of the king’s achievements in extending the frontiers 
and prestige, and in increasing the wealth and mili- 
tary efficiency, of his kingdom ; and it is plain that 
he was marvelously successful. In the north his 
neighbor, Jeroboam II, with whom Uzziah was in 
friendly relations, was doing for Israel what Uzziah 
was doing for Judah, Together they were reviving 
almost the glories of Solomon's empire. 

But from another source we get a different idea of 
the actual state of affairs. Uzziah’s reign saw the 
rise of the ‘‘ literary pepphete ”; men who, watching 
the progress of events from the point of view of the 
interests of religion and morality, not only uttered 
orally their estimate of the time, but placed that esti- 
mate on record, publishing their discourses for the 

idance of the people. Such men were Amos, 

osea, and Isaiah. rom their published addresses 
we can receive a very vivid impression of the mora/ 
conditions of the very varied life of the time, both in 
the cities and in the country. 

And unhappily the prophets’ account reveals a moral 
state of things at variance with and ultimately fatal 
to the material prosperity of the country. ‘‘ We seea 
great deal of luxury and vice, the parade and foppery 
of the women [see Isaiah, chaps. 3 and 5]: the drunk- 
enness in the streets and at the banquets”: the 
mental feebleness and corruption of the magistracy : 
the appalling oppression of the poor : the affectation 
of truculent manners and callous, insolent behavior 
especially among the young ; and the ubiquitous re- 
ligiosity allied with moral indifference. 

The fact is, militarism and the militarist ideal, 
whether in ancient Israel or in modern Germany, 
costs heavily, demanding a terrible price from the 
happiness and morale of a people. It makes exac- 
tions upon the public revenue, which mean a heavy 
burden of taxation upon the poor, and practical en- 
slavement of the peasant population: it alienates 
class from class : it draws the best young men from 
the land to a life of glittering unproductiveness : it 
creates an order of persons who fatten on the peculiar 
gue f which always accompanies devotion to 
war, as though God had permitted men and women 
to suffer from a sort of penal stupidity ; and above 
all, it ministers to self-satisfaction, vanity, and 
pride. Militarism is not averse from the forms of 
religion : soldiers as a class have never been skepti- 
cal; but behind the religiosity of a nation devoted to 
war lie the uncurbed will and the haughty self-suf- 
ficiency which are the very death of religion. 

This central sin of irreverent pride is focused for 
us here in the ways person of King Uzziah him- 
self. His invasion of the sanctuary and his assump- 
tion of the priests’ functions were not 
cause he violated an arbitrary ecclesiastical rule. In 
earlier times the king had been priest gs well, and 
even Solomon had exercised certain functions of the 
holy office at the dedication of the temple. But 
Uzziah’s act was judged byits motive. His regal 
ambition had been swollen, not sated, by his suc- 
cesses. He was master of state and army : he would 
rule in the house of God as well. The organization 
of the priesthood, established in the interests of rev- 
erence and order, to preserve Jehovah’s worship 
from the irregularities and indecencies of the other 
cults which even in Jerusalem had found a home, was 
rudely swept aside ; and in self-will and arrogance 
Uzziah strode to the altar—to pray! ‘‘ And Jehovah 
smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the day 
of his death.” It was punishment swift and terrible; 
but Scripture and life alike tell us that pride needs 
drastic treatment : if Uzziah’s soul was to be saved 
it was the only way. Men must be taught even b 
the severest. measures that God is to be worshiped, 
not manipulated, by mortal man. 

The horror of this tragedy of divine judgment 
seems to have written itself deep on some minds at 
least in that sleek and prosperous age. One young 
courtier, thoughtful beyond his fellows, seems to have 
waited and waited for the lifting of the curse from the 
king, once so popular and admired, now hidden away 
a loathsome, pansently mass from the sight of men. 
But the cloud never lifted ; and ‘‘in the year that 
King Uzziah died” this young courtier, visiting with 
a kind of fascinated awe the place of the unforget- 
table tragedy, realized as never before the awful 
holiness of God and that the leprosy of King Uzziah 
was but_a symbol of the moral leprosy of the whole 
people, of whom he and the court were part. To 
that experience we owe the call and vision of Isaiah 
which will constitute our next lesson. 

Uzziah, then, is the type of a life of splendid prom- 
ise wrecked by vaulting ambition, seduced into for- 
getfulness of its own unworthiness and of the holi- 
ness of God. One hour’s foolish bravado had undone 
the glories of a life of unbroken success. For pride 
is the most merciless of all our sins. And our only 
protection against it is a resobute-recollection of the 


punished be- ° 
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facts as to what we are. ‘All precepts,” says Lord 
Bacon, *‘ concerning kings are in effect comprehended 
in those two remembrances : Remember that thou art 
man: and Remember that thou art not God, but his 
viceroy. The one remembrance bridleth their power, 
and the other their will.” 

Bryn -Mawrpe, Pa. -“ 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congtegation in Beyrout 


E BUILT /éowers in the wilderness, and hewed 
out many cisterns (v. 10). In each tower there 
would be a military guard to protect the pas- 

ture land and the royal flocks and fherds from the 
intrusion of the shepherd tribes or Bedouins, At- 
tached or quite near to each tower would be the en- 
closure for flocks and herds, with the cistern and its 
watering-troughs. Such cisterns are found in a more 
or less ruinous condition at the present day, with 
traces of the water-channels, in some cases showing 
the use of a material very like Portland cement, 
by which the rain falling on the surrounding higher 
— was carried to the large cistern or pool. 

hese required frequent attention, as an accidental 
obstacle might interrupt the flow of the water, or the 
water might find an outlet: between the’ layers of 
hewn rock, or a willow springing up beside the cis- 
tern might force its tiny thread roots through some 
guiding pathway of moisture into the water of the 
cistern and gradually cause a leakage. 

He went into the temple of Jehovah to burn in- 
cense (v. 16). Having prospered and excelled in war, 
engineering, and agriculture, Ozziah found a Na- 
both’s vineyard in the service of the altar. He was 
the type of autocretic ruler that the East understands 
and tends to produce. Its love of ease gladly leaves 
action and decision to those whose superabundant 
life enables them to look ahead and form new plans; 
the inability to act loyally and trustfully in concert 
accepts with relief a personality that keeps its own 
secrets and simply gives orders, and vague general 
opposition soon disappears before a definite and well- 
matured purpose. Syria has its Djezzar Pasha and 
Emir Bushir, and Egypt its Mehemet Ali and Ibra- 
him Pasha, rulers of the Uzziah type, alert, energetic, 
original, decisive, with heavy-handed justice and 
cruelty redeemed by unexpected acts of tenderness 
toward man and beast. 


5 4 
Temptations of Prosperity 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


ZZIAH was a good man and built up a stron 
kingdom. He sought God and did right an 
had the much coveted success at home and 

abroad. Unfortunately he did not finish well. Like 
many men the first prize was lostin the last few yards 
of the race. 

Many nations, churches, Christians, lose their 

ower, their success and their reward because, like 
zziah, they yield to the temptations of prosperity. 

1. They forget to whom the credit of their success 
belongs. They begin to think that their own virtue 
or power or ability has brought the prosperity that 
God has given. They begin to boast or to feel self- 
sufficient. Then they lose their power to advance 
God’s kingdom and perhaps even their desire to help 
missionary work. 

2. Nations, churches, Christians, are tempted to for- 
get the purpose of their God-given prosperity. It is 
power given to help carry out the purposes of God— 
to spread the gospel and to bring men to God. One 
man will use his surplus money to buy a yacht, an 
automobile or other luxuries ; another will use the 
same amount to support a aay tg, station ora 
native worker in some mission field. One child will use 
a dime for cigarets, moving pictures, or candy, and 
another will receive tenfold joy in giving the money 
to help some ignorant and needy one. How many 
churches use their prosperity to provide luxurious 
choirs and neglect the call of unsaved millions! 

3. The third temptation of Rrosperty is presump- 
tion—transgression against God. The nation, the 
church, the Christian that forgets the Giver or the 
purpose of the gift, drifts into active disobedience and 
sin. A Christian worker who had lost power and had 
become tainted with the leprosy of sin was asked 
what led to his downfall. -He replied: ‘‘ First, I neg- 
lected personal Bible study and private prayer; 
then I began to take glory to myself for success; and 
then I began to harbor sinful thoughts.” 

The safeguard against these temptations of suc- 
cessful Christians are: (1) Remember and acknow- 
ledge our debt to God; (2) Use every blessing to 
bring blessing to others and to extend the kingdom 
of God; (3) bear in mind our own weakness and un- 
worthiness by keeping in view the infinite power 
and holiness of God as revealed in Christ. 

Brook.yn, N. Y. 


Sor he waxed exceedin 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway - 


The Three Graces.—H/#s name spread abroad... 
strong (v. 8). This lesson 
begins in verses 4 and 5. ere Uzziah’s success 
began and where any success of yours will begin. 
War against the Prince of Pool, Count of Cards, the 
Dukes of Deviltry, and the whole Philistine host. 
Put up a toweron Mt. Bookkeeping. A stronghold 
on Point Shorthand. Fortify the pass of Mechan- 
ical Drawing. Make a treaty with the Libra- 
rians. Marry the daughter of King Savings Bank. 
If there is no Y. M. C, A, in your town with evening 
classes, any minister or school-teacher will be glad to 
be your Ammonite. They love to ‘ give tribute” to 
Uzziahs. Your name.will ‘‘ spread abroad.” In the 
— land of Mahogany they spot the Uzziahs. 
zziah brought his country to its greatest glory since 
Solomon. God prospered,— he waxed strong,—his 
name spread, These three always go together; 
Godliness, Manliness, Kingliness (Luke 12: 31). 

The Business Man.—//e.. . dig ged many wells (v. 
10, Auth. Ver.), In Chester County it was a poor farm 
which had no springhouse. Unspeakably more valu- 
able were wells in Judah. The well-digger was a 
statesman and philanthropist. Abraham’s greatest 
honor (Gen, 26: 18), The well-digger makes life 
easier. Every mill-builder and operator is a well- 
digger. In Coatesville and all manufacturing towns 
the mills will make the workers rich if the workers 
will. Don’t all talk at once, but count the wastes. 
Saloons. Cheap theaters. Tomfoolery. Every pay- 
day up comes the water. It is wasted because it 
always comes. If I could only put a meter on some 
of you! Honor the Uzziahs who put down the wells 
for you, It takes nerve to put one’s capital into 
business and go to well-digging. Never hinder the 
well-digger.. I know ‘‘kings” who are digging 
wells and ‘‘inventing engines” (v. 15) which wi 
make men prosperous and keep them safe. While 
you sleep and rest—or play, Uzziah is planning more 
wells and engines—or he is flying over the rails 
through the night that the water may be in your well 
the next pay. God honors well-diggers. Do you? 


**Don’t You Forget It."°—For he loved husbandry 
(v. 10), And who doesn’t! Cows and sheep; turkeys 
and chickens; blue skies and brown fields; fresh air 
and plain fare. Why men, and especially working- 
men, want to flock to town and crowd in alleys is be- 
yond me. God intended men for hilltops and prairies, 
and not for connected chicken-coops. The city has 
‘*the pace that kills.” The countryside has the pace 
that makes alive. The other day a college president 
took a sneer, a gratuitous sneer, at ‘‘ provincial re- 
ligion.” That's us. Thank God out here in the 
country we have the real thing. Here is where the 
city’s best men are bred. That is why all Uzziahs 
love the old farm life. The old farm life swings 
around the meetin’-house. Two generations away 
from the meeting-house, men are extinct. There 
are things that smoke cigarets, wear clothes, drink 
champagne, and swell around, but the Man has gone. 
Nearly all the railroad presidents, bankers, mer- 
chants, manufacturers, professional men, come te 
town from the land where ‘‘ Provincial Religion ™ 
blossoms and fruits. And, Dr. Hotair, don’t you for- 
get that (Luke 2: 8, 9, 11). 


Holding On.—He was marvellously helped, till he 
was strong (v. 15). When God had made Uzziah 
strong ‘he thought he could help himself. Every 
financially strong man, every intellectually strong 
man, every physically strong man, every spiritually 
strong man, has the Uzziah finish if he dares to let 
go the power which made him strong. Behold the 
miserable rich, the miserable smart, the miserable 
athletic, the miserable religious! Why? They have 
let go of God who made them what they are (1 Sam. 
28:15, 20). But our Great Helper never dies, and 
we may hold our strength forever. 


The Lonely Man,.— When he was strong, his heart 
was lifted up to his destruction (v. 16, Auth. Ver.). 
God is able to keep most of his hearts on the safe 
level. But you, like Uzziah, allowed yours to be 
‘lifted up” (Psa. 24: 3, 4). I remember well when 

ou started. Head fellow in Zion Church, and the 

unday-school couldn’t go without you. The shop 
was small in those days. You had little money 
The bank carried you for your habits and personal 
qualities. You were ‘‘ marvelously helped, till you 
were strong.” You first began to weaken on the 
Sunday-school. Your class grew up and got away. 
You wouldn’t take another. ‘‘Sotiredon Sundays.” 
Besides, Sunday was ‘‘the only day you had,” and 
—‘‘no harm in a little automobile ride on Sunday; 
nobody works, you know.” You got ete ‘* swell” 
as you prospered and grew strong. our boys and 
girls ? ell, those-folks down at the Sundady-school 
‘‘are not.just our kind of folks.” So you taught 
them at home. The ‘‘ mother’s helper” didit. Well, 
you know your own poor, miserable story. You 
know what became of the boys. The girls don’t seem 
to be running over with love for you—and what are 
you, after all, in your swell set, with hollow kingdom 
and lifted up heart ? 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The IWustration Round-Table 


LLL readers are invited to assist in the con- 


duct of this department. One dollar is 

offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's | Bae calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Scorning a “‘ Dago.”’— Pride goeth be- 
fore destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall (Golden Text), One day a beautiful 
young girl rustled into one of New York’s 
old-fashioned horse-cars. Her dress, of pure 
white serge, was fresh from the dressmaker’s, 
The car was crowded, and among the pas- 
sengers were some Italian laborers, ‘I 
think it is dreadful,’ she scornfully whis- 
pered tohercompanion. ‘* Why doesn’t the 
company refuse to let such creatures on the 
cars? He will ruin my dress if I touch him, 
Just see how he stares at me.’’ And so he 
did; and then he arose, and, leaning for- 
ward to catch the strap, fairly bent over her. 
The girl grew restive, ‘* I am sure he is very 
impertinent,’’ she said, with added scorn, and 
when the conductor came she motioned him, 
** Won’t you make this man move ?”’ she said. 
‘**Move up!’’ ordered the conductor. 
‘*VYes,’’ the Italian answered; ‘‘ but see ze 
oil! Ze bootiful lady, see!’’ The lady 
looked up, and there saw the oil lamp had 
sprung a leak, and would have dripped all 
over her had not this man seen it, and stretch- 
ing out his arms above her, formed an um- 
brella, which had perfectly protected her 
beautiful dress and bonnet. A guilty blush 
came into her face as she bowed her thanks 
tohim. ‘It’s a lesson I will not soon for- 
get, that this poor laborer has a better soul 
than Ihave, I’ll never again be scornful to 
any one,’’—Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. 
Y. From Dr, J. M. Farrar in The Chris- 
tian Herald, 


Loving Our Neighbor.— And he did that 
which was right in the eyes of Jehovah... 
and... God made him to prosper (vs. 4, 5). 
Dr. F. B, Meyer told the following experience 
to a few personal friends: ‘‘ It was easy,’’ he 
said, ‘to pray for the success of Campbell 
Morgan when he was in America. But when 
he came back to England and took a church 
near to mine it was somewhat different. The 
old Adam in me was inclined to jealousy, but 
I got my heel upon his head, and, whether I 
felt right toward my friend, I determined to 
act right. My church gave a reception for 
him and I acknowledged that if it was not 
necessary for me to preach Sunday evenings 
I would dearly love to go and hear him my- 
self. Well, that made me feel right toward 
him, Byt just see how the dear Lord helped 
me out of my difficulty. There was Thomas 
Spurgeon preaching wonderfully on the other 
side of me. He and Mr, Morgan were so 
popular and drew such crowds that our 
church caught the overflow, and we had all 
we could accommodate.’’ The sweet mod- 
esty of the man is evident here.—/uniata 
Rohrback, Washington, D. C. From The 
Expositor. The prise for this week is awarded 
to this tllustration, 


Poisoned by Too Many Flowers.—/e 
was marvellously helped, till he was strong. 
But when he was strong, his heart was lifted 
up, so that he did corruptly (vs. 15, 16). 
Flowers are delightful things, yet you may 
easily have them too thick and fast. In the 
South of France they grow acres of the 
sweetest and most glorious blooms. These 
blooms are bought up by the distillers, and 
it is a strange fact that when the fragrant 
things are gathered into mounds they occa- 
sion serious complaints in those who have to 
handle them; the scent produces an exas- 
perating form of hay-fever, the pollen of the 

owers acting as a poison tothe nervous sys- 
tem, and hardly a season passes without some 
orange-blossom picker succumbing to syn- 
cope. Flowers are delightful when sprinkled 
with a wise economy, their loveliness having 
plenty of background, their scent delicately 
haunting the air ; but gather them into heaps, 
and they poison,—you die in aromatic pain. 
And so with the rich and splendid things of 
our civilization—they are precious and de- 
lightful if not overcrowded ; they must have 
intervals, margins, interspaces—backgrounds 
of high thinking, noble work, social sympa- 
thy, humble duty, divine worship, loving 
sacrifice; the moral, humane, the spiritual 
must have full recognition, or the flowers 
civilization will destroy us.— W. R. Clark, 
Crosland Moor, Huddersfield, Eng. From 
Dr. W. L. Watkinson in ** The Blind Spot.” 
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The Head that is Bowed. — //is heart was 
lifted up (v. 16). It is the 9 heads of 
wheat that stand erect; the full heads bow 
modestly to the ground.—Zmily Irby, At- 
lanta, Ga. From Record of Christian Work. 


*% 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


The second quarter's lessons call for eleven 
stereographs ; cost, $1.83. ‘The May lessons 
by themselves call for three stereographs ; cost, 
so cents. ‘Ihirteen places visited in 1910 are 
revisited in 1911, so persons owning the I910 
material need order only thirty-two new stereo- 
graphs this year. Less than three stereographs 
in one order are 20 cents each. Stereoscope, 85 
cents. Express or postage is prepaid. Orders 
should be sent to The Sunday School ‘limes 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HE southwestern part of Jerusalem’s de- 
fense wall stands to-day along practi- 
cally the same high ridge of ground 

where Uzziah strengthened it(v. 9). Find the 
number 19 on our Jerusalem map and notice 
that it identifies the point of a V just outside 
the city wall, If you stend at the point of that 
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MAP PATENT No. SY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD, 
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V and look southward you have directly be- 
fore you a vista which Uzziah and the men 
and women of his time used often to see. At 
your feet is a space of up-hill road where 
camels and horses are standing about, wait- 
ing while their owners talk over the news of 
the day. At the farther side of the road a 
steep bank rises far above the highway, with 
a stone wall along the top, and just inside 
that wall a still higher wall rises. Its nearly 
square stones are laid in regular courses— 
you can count more than twenty courses 
without including the uppermost ones which 
have openings here and there like unfinished 
windows. ‘That high wall extends ahead 
about an eighth of a mile along the ridge, 
with here and there a square tower standing 
out a bit farther and up a bit higher than the 
main line of the wall. 

That oblong building probably replaces a 
fortress that Uzziah’s soldiers occupied, ready 
to defend the town. A city gate was and 
still is close by, just a little too far to the 
left for you to see at chis moment. The win- 
dow-shaped openings along the top of the 
wall were planned to give soldiers, standing 
inside, a chance to shoot arrows or sling 
stones down on an approaching enemy and 
then dodge quickly out of sight. The pro- 
jecting towers farther along the wall were 
planned so that guards might be able to look 
lengthwise of the wall as well as straight out 
from it. The wall and its towers have been 
many times rebuilt since Uzziah’s day, but 
their general appearance is probably about 
the same, except as tothe slender cylindric 
tower with the balcony. That is quite 
modern. 

The Philistines whom Uzziah’s men fought 
so successfully (vs. 6, 7) lived mainly in the 
district off at your right between here and 
the sea. Gath and Ashdod, for instance, 
were only about thirty miles away, and King 
Uzziah and the troops that went out against 
those cities of the enemy may have marched 
down the very road that you see now reach- 
ing off ahead. And when the wars were 
over and the victorious king and his soldiers 
came marching home again up this road, no 
doubt the open space here, where you now 
see the wagons and the camels, was filled 
with eager crowds of relatives and neighbors 
and friends, to welcome them with shouts 
and cheers. 

To see this scene of the old story for your- 
self, use a stereograph entitled ‘* The Tower 
of David, from outside the city wall. Jeru- 
salem."’ 


| property increased. 
| He had an army of tremendous strength. 
| And now at the height of his career, suc- 





From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—To thee 


we come, our Father, with praise and thanks- 

iving this day for thy blessings without num- 
Ge. ‘Thou hast encouraged us by many helpers 
to live righteously before thee, and thou hast 
led us to see the bitterness and wrong of sin. 
But, our Father, we have grieved thee by our 
pride in well-doing, when we have vainly 
imagined that we have attained any measure of 
usefulness because of our own qualities of heart 
and mind. ‘Thou knowest what failures we are 
when left to our own ways. Thou knowest how 
we have hindered the work in us that thou didst 
purpose todo. Forgive us, we pray thee, for 
our pride and vainglory over good deeds that 
thou alone hast performed in spite of our laggard 
and perverse wills. Oh, helpus to be sincerely 
distrustful of self, and to remember our utter 
need of thee in all that thou dost send in the 
day’sduties. Wilt thou destroy our pride, that 
we be not destroyed by it. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen, 

After the Lesson.— You know how eagerly 
we listen to the story of a great man’s rise in 
the world. We like to hear about the house 
where he lived as a boy; what struggles he 
had in getting an education ; how men when 
they found out about his ability gave him 
hard and great work todo; To-day we have 
studied about a man who began as a king, 
and rose to great strength and honor ; and 
then at the height of his power,—well, shall 
we follow him up the hill he climbed. In 
the fourth verse we are told that he did what, 
at first? Did right. Then what, in the 
next verse? Sought God. As he grew in 
power he. built—? Aui/t cities. Then his 
name spread—? He decame famous. And 
he grew very strong. ‘Then. see how his 
He became wealthy. 


cess was on every side. He could do as he 
pleased. And then, oh the pity of it, he be- 


gan to act as if Ae had done all these great, 


things, and could do what was not his place 
todo at all. He became proud. Then he 
broke down. He did corruptly. He was 
terribly angry because there was a limit to 
his power, and down from the ladder he 
went, down the long plunge into dishonor 
and a leper’s grave. [Draw on the board as 
you begin to question the school, the sides of 
a ladder,-and as you get the answers, draw 
the rungs and write in the words given here 
in italics, The last two rungs should be 
broken, showing the collapse of the false 


support of pride, and the calamity of corrupt |. 


deeds]. 

Uzziah need not have tried that broken 
support. At what point did his downfall be- 
gin? He became proud. If any of us are 
like him in self-conceit, in pride over what 
we think we have done, we are on the brink 
of a great fall. May the Lord enable us to 
turn back from such a danger before it is too 
late ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Home-Readings 


(Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee). 


M.—2 Chron. 26-: 1-15 ; 2 Kings 14 : 21, 22 
Uzziah’s Name Spread Abroad. 

T.—2 Chron. 26 : 16-23 . Humbled by Becom- 
ing a Leper. 

W.—Dan. 4 : 1-37 . ‘The Pride of Nebuchadnez- 
zar Humbled. 

T.—Dan. 5 : 1-31. 
Humbled. 

F,—2 Chron. 32 : 1-23. . The Pride of Senna- 
cherib Humbled. 

S.—Acts 12: 1-23. . 4 
Fumbled. 

S.—1 Pet. 5: 1-11. . God Resisteth the Proud, 
but Giveth Grace to the Humble. 


% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** T need Thee every hour.’ 

‘* Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling 
gloom."’ 

** Blest are the pure in heart."” 

** O for a heart to praise my God."’ 

** Who's on the Lord's side."’ 

‘* I could not do without Thee.”’ 

** Guide me, O thou great Jehovah."’ 

** Revive thy work, O Lord."’ 


. . The Pride of Belshazzar 


. The Pride of Herod 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm ror : 1-8 (202 : 1-4). 

Psalm 5 : t-3, 5. 6 (8 : 1-q). 

Psalm 50 : 14, 15, 19-21 (105 : 8, 9, 13-25). 
Psalm 138 : 1-5 (295 : 1-3, 5). 

Psalm 131 : 1-3 (283 : 1-3). 
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Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EFORE ¢he Lesson.—Ask for the pictures 
of children in home and foreign lands, 
which your scholars have brought. 

Suggest that God loves them, every one, for 
they all belong to God’s family. Our mis- 
sionaries go to tell them this good news. 

Aim of To-day’s Lesson.—To show that 
pride centered in one’s position or posses- 
sions, is liable to cause trouble or defeat. 
(See the Golden Text.) Pride concerning 
clothes sometimes crops out among children. 

Approach.— As an introduction use the 
story of the proud, boastful giant, Goliath, 
and his defeat through David’s trust in God, 
and his skilful use of his sling. 

Lesson Story. — Because Ae are often 
rich, they sometimes grow proud. Joash, 
the boy king, was not so. Long after Joash 
died Uzziah was crowned king, when he was 
sixteen years old. He was brave and fought 
in several wars. Because he trusted God, God 
helped him towin. He loved farming and hired 
gardeners and vine-dressers to look after his 
fields. His workmen dug wells to supply 
water for his cattle. Uzziah built cities, forts 
and towers; he mended the city walls and 
gates; he trained a big army of soldiers to 
use shields, spears, bows and arrows, sling- 
stones and engines. His soldiers won many 
battles. (His walled city, etc., might be pic- 
tured upon the sand-table.) 

As Uzziah grew richer and stronger, he 
forgot that God had helped him, and made 
him strong. One day the proud king went 
into the temple thinking, ‘‘I am the ruler, 
the king ; I can do whatever I please.’’ So 
he went to the most holy place, where God 
had commanded that no one but the priest 
should go. King Uzziah took up the censer 
to burn incense before the altar. When the 
priests heard of it, eighty of them hurried to 
stop the king from disobeying God by doing 
such a wrong thing. They said, ‘It belongs 
tothe priests to burn incense; don’t do ‘it 
yourself, King Uzziah, and displease God.”’ 

Then Uzziah became angry and tried to 
offer the incense anyway. As the priests 
watched they saw the king’s face grow white, 
then suddenly break out with leprosy. 

No leper was allowed in God’s house, so 
when the priests saw what had happened, 
they hurried to help him to leave the temple. 
King Uzziah knew that God had punished 
him with leprosy, and he hurried to leave 
God’s house. His crown was taken from 
him and his son became king. 

After the Lesson,—Lillian and Sarah be- 
longed to the same primary class. Liiltian’s 
father was rich, and she was an only child, 
so she wore many pretty clothes and was 
proud of them. Sarah’s father had died, and 
she had so many brothers and sisters that her 
mother couldn’t buy new clothes very often. 
In the spring, when other children had new 
hats and dresses, Sarah had to wear her last 
year’s clothes, 

One Sunday, as Sarah sat next to Lillian, 
she heard her whisper, ‘‘ Just look at Sarah’s 
hat and dress. They’re the same old things 
she wore last year.’’ Poor Sarah could 
hardly keep from crying, but she remembered 
that her mother had said, ‘‘ Our family is rich 
in boys and girls, and I wish I could buy new 
clothes for you all, but Ican’t. Remember, 
dear, people don’t love little girls for their 
clothes, but for what they really are.’’ 

Sarah tried to listen to the lesson, and 
erally answered more questions than anybody 
else. -When Sunday-school closed, the su- 
perintendent stopped beside that class of 
children and said, ‘‘ We are to have a Sun- 
day-school concert soon, and I would like 
one of these girls to sing a solo. Who shall 
it be?’’ The teacher said, ‘‘ I think Sarah 
is our sweetest little singer, so we will choose 
her.’’ y 

Lillian was so surprised that she almost 
cried on the way home. Sarah was so smil- 
ing and happy that she could hardly wait to 
tell her mother. Then she said, ‘‘I can sing 
just as well if I don’t have a new white dress, 
and I needn’t wear a hat at all.’’ 

In a few days the postman brought a pack- 
age marked ‘‘Sarah.’’ It was a birthday 
present. When it was opened, there was the 


goods for a pretty white dress, and some pink 
hair-ribbons. 
Even proud little Lillian said that Sarah 
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looked very pretty when she sang so sweetly 
at the concert. 

Home Work ; Give out little slips, on which | 
the children may write the three missing 
words : King Uzziah lost his ——, because 
he was and disobedient, God punished 
him and he became a ——. 


Cuicaco, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


How A PROUD KING WAS HUMBLED. 
1. How Uzziah became filled with pride. 
2. How he was emptied of pride. 

3. Why Jehovah emptied him. 


FRIEND of mine told me how he lost 

his finger, When a boy, working in 

a brass foundry, he was cleaning a 
knife which cut thin stzips of brass, The 
foreman, who was blind in one eye, desired 
to cut some metal, and forced down the 
blade, not seeing the boy, who was on his 
blind side. To-day we have a king who was 
blind in a different way. He conquered the 
surrounding territory, but always failed to 
see who had helped him. He enriched his 
land, and protected it, but was very blind in 
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not seeing the real giver of the success. Let 
us see why. Here we wrote our title. 

I produced a bottle filled with colored 
water, and a smaller empty one. Here (the 
empty bottle) is the heart of Uzziah. He 
conquered his neighbors, and thought he 
had done it alone, so his heart became filled 
with what? The girls answered, ‘‘ Pride,’’ 
and I filled the bottle one-third full, Then 
he enriched the land and fortified it, and 
into his heart came more pride. (I now 
filled my bottle two-thirds full.) Then he 
attempted to disregard Jehovah’s commands 
concerning the temple. To think that he 
could do a priest’s work, in spite of Jeho- 
vah’s word to the contrary, showed that his 
heart was completely filled with pride and 
self-importance, (Here I filled my bottle to 
overflowing.) Can I use this bottle now for 
any other purpose? Why? Show me now, 
with the bottle, what God was going to do 
to Uzziah. The girls told me at once to 
empty it. Ididso. Canit be used now for 
any purpose 1 desire? Why not before? 
Now explain why Jehovah was forced to 
empty Uzziah’s heart of pride by giving to 
him the most loathsome of diseases. - 

We now studied details. From their Bibles 
the girls told what they knew of Uzziah—his 
age, where crowned, in which kingdom he 


ruled, the length of his reign, his relation to 
oash, his character. Yes, he was a great 

ing, but he was blind. Physically blind? 
Explain what it was he could not see. I 
read the verses telling of Uzziah’s conquests. 
We then read the agricultural advantages 
Uzziah had given his people. The military 

lans for protection were read, and then fol- 
owed his defiance of the temple law. We 
discussed leprosy, and how this,would hum- 
ble the king more than anything else. 

From Psalm 73:6 a chain of pride was 
suggested, and we made a chain of Proverbs 
16: 18, Proverbs 29 : 23, Proverbs 23 : 12. 

We closed by showing. how in our prayers 
we add, ‘‘ For thine is the glory,’’ to give to 
our Silent Partner his share of the credit, for 
without him we can do nothing. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read again your pride chain: Psalm 73 : 
6, Proverbs 16 : 18, Proverbs 29 : 23, Prov- 
erbs 23 : 12. 

Read Isaiah 6: 1-9. What vision did 
Isaiah see? What also comes to us: when 
we have a vision of work to be done? 

Read Isaiah 6 : 1-9. How does God pre- 
pare Isaiah for work ? 

What call did Isaiah hear, and how was it 
answered ? (Isa, 6: 1-9.) 
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Read 1 Samuel 3: 1-14. How did Samuel 
answer his call ? 

What kind of mission work was Isaiah to 
do, home or foreign? (Isa. 6 : 6-15.) 

How do you think a girl would know she 
had a call to do special work for God ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


‘ 
My Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


HIS WEEK’s Nove.tty.—‘‘ What great 
king are we to think about to-day?’’ I 
asked, and as the boys said, ‘* U~ziah,’’ 

I brought out a piece of board with a hole in 
the middle, fixed in the hole a stick with a slot 
in the upper end, and put in the slot an ob- 
long piece of pasteboard bearing, in carefully 
drawn letters on a white background, the 
name ‘‘ Uzziah.’’ This placard on the stand- 
ard was made the center of the lesson, and I 
placed it on the table before me. 

Next I brought out my ‘‘ Foot-rule of His- 
tory,’’ upon which, in the fourth inch, lower 
rule, I had printed a small A for Amaziah, 
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The Graded Helps published by : 
The Sunday School Times Company 
as separate publications are under the 
editorship of 

Patterson Du Bois 
who is distinctly a leader in the field 
of teaching-methods and child-study. 
He supervises the work of the lesson 
writers, guides their teaching plans, 
and comments editorially upon the 
lessons. 











A Square Look at the 
Graded Course Helps 
Issued by The 
Sunday School Times 


ee 


** Last quarter I ordered and paid 
for 20 Beginners Pads of the Inter- 
national Graded Course on my own 
responsibility. The work with them 
has been so Satisfactory that the super- 
intendent has authorized me to have 
sent direct to him 30 Beginners Pads 
for the second quarter of this year, 
beginning Aprilr. Please send them 
direct to him.—Mrs. G. T. Black, 
Primary Supervisor, Austin, Texas, 














If you are using or planning to use the International 
Graded Lessons, this is a direct message to you 


For the Teacher 


The Sunday School Times International ‘Graded 
Course Edition is issued once a month. It treats the 
second ‘year lessons in the Beginners, Primary, and 
Junior, and in the frs¢ year Intermediate grades. This 
monthly Graded Edition is mailed to subscribers for 50 
cents a year 27 addition to their regular subscription to The 
Sunday School*Times. To Canada, for 75 cents additional. 

For the teacher doing fvs¢ year work in the Be- 
ginners, Primary, and Junior grades there are published 
quarterly booklets at 75 cents a year, or 20 cents a 
quarter. In combination with club subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times regular edition, 50 cents a year. 

The monthly edition, then for second year work in 
the Beginners, Primary, and Junior, and frs¢year Inter- 
mediate. The quarterly booklets for frs¢ year work in 
the Beginners, Primary, and Junior grades. 


For the Pupils 


Pupils Illustrated Lesson Pads are published quar- 
terly at 10 cents each, 
or 40 cents a year, for 





form in which you have issued the 


and books for teachers. This method 


the first and second 
year in the Beginners, 
Primary, and Junior 


“ I want to congratulate you on the 


Graded Courses, with pads for pupils, 


The Sunday School Times Company 


grades, and for the first year Intermediate. These pads 
consist of at least thirteen detachable sheets of paper, 
about five by seven inches, one sheet to a lesson, con- 
taining a handsome picture on the lesson, and sugges- 
tions for the pupils’ lesson work. Hand-work by the 
pupils is encouraged by this form of pupils’ lesson-help. 


For All Workers in Every Grade 


In one of its weekly issues once a month The 
Sunday School Times devotes a full page to an open 
discussion of methods in graded schools—all sorts of 
good ways of conducting the work of class and school 
on a graded basis. This ‘‘Graded Forum” is a general 
clearing-house for ways and means, a greatly needed 
help to all who are in the least interested in graded work. 


To Get a Closer Look 


Send ten cents, in stamps if you prefer, for a 
Specimen Graded Package, including a copy of the 
Monthly Graded Edition ; a Pupils Illustrated Lesson 
Pad, and a 34-page pamphlet giving a full list of 
all the new Interna- 
tional Graded Courses 





thus far published, 
with ample _instruc- 
tions for their use. 


In the Graded Edition four writers 
give lesson notes and teaching hints 
for teachers in the Beginners, Primary, 
Junior, and Intermediate grades 
respectively : 

Miss Mary Stewart 





of your prepared helps for teacher and 
pupil is almost ideal.”—Delavan L. 
Pierson, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


1031 Walnut St., 





Philadelphia, Pa. 





Mrs. Lucy Stock Chapin 
Mrs. Grace Livingston Hill Lutz 
Miss Frances L. Grigsby 
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The 

Glad Hand 
Bible Class 
Welcomes 
The Sunday 
School Times 


Mr. E. H. Moses, of Mc- 
Keesport, Pa., is the leader of 
that class, and he has just 
sent a three-months’ trial sub- 
scription for fifty-one copies of 
the paper. 


The Glad Hand example is 
a good one. ‘There are thou- 
sands of other adult classes 
that would do well to open 
the way for The Sunday 
School Times to come with 
definite usefulness into the life 
and work of every member. 


And that is just what class 
after class zs mow doing. 


Many adult Bible students, 
although they are not teachers, 
are perceiving the need for 
more thorough study of the 
Word, for a deeper knowledge 
of character-building, for a 
broader outlook upon the 
white harvest-fields of Chris- 
tian service. Hence a new 
and growing willingness to 
take hold harder and more 
earnestly in real co-work with 
the Bible class leader. Hence 
a welcome to The Sunday 
School Times. 


Will you and your class to- 
gether make this paper wel- 
come for a_ three-months’ 
friendly visit? It is an inex- 
pensive visitor—1g cents for 
three months, 13 issues, for 
each subscription when five 
or more are’ ordered at one 
time. And a free copy is given 
with every ten paid for. 


The better kind of Bible 
class is the kind that extends 
the glad hand to a good new 
idea. If this idea seems good 
to you will you say so with a 
prompt subscription ? 
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(Continued from page 153) 

and a large U for Uzziah, placing inside the 
U a small A for the king’s other name, Aza- 
riah. We talked a little about Amaziah, 
emphasizing his sin of pride, which was re- 
produced in his son, Then I reviewed the 
class on the large initials of the foot-rule in 
both kingdoms, —those standing for the prin- 
cipal kings. By the way, we have added to 
the upper rule, for kings of Israel, four J’s in 
the fourth inch, Three are in the ‘king 
row,’’ two of them small, standing for Jeho- 
ahaz and Joash, and one large, standing for 

eroboam II, while below the letter is a blue 
| standing for the prophet Jonah. (See The 
Sunday School Times of April 1 for a full 
description of this foot-rule. ) 

Coming back to Uzziah, I took from my 
box a lot of stone building blocks, and 
with them made a wall surrounding the Uz- 
ziah standard entirely,—no opening init. I 
asked the boys what the wall represented, 
and they were quick to speak about Uzziah’s 
strengthening of the walls of Jerusalém and 
other cities. JI placed some blocks on the 
wall for Uzziah’s towers, 

** But the walls,’’ I said, ‘* were only part 
of Uzziah’s strength ’’; and so we went on to 
talk of his army, comparing its size (310,100 
men) with that of the United States (80,000 
men), and about the weapons of his soldiers. 
The boys were interested in knowing about 
the movable towers used in those days, and 
the catapults. We compared the latter with 
the great modern guns that can hurl a ton 
of steel for twenty miles. 

‘*Even yet,’’ I said, ‘* we have not reached 
the chief strength of Uzziah.’’ One of the 
boys spoke up quickly: ** His religion.’”’ I 
had the class repeat in concert several times, 
**He did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord,’’ and tried to show them that here 
is the real strength of any man, however rich 
and powerful he may be. 

Then I asked the boys what was wrong 
with my wall, if it was to be a fair represen- 
tation of the reality; and I was pleased to 
hear the objection that it had no gateway. 
Yes, Uzziah must go out of his fortress, if he 
was to be a mighty king. It was not enough 
for him to be always on the defensive merely. 
That is true of any man of power: he must 
reach out and affect others as far as he can 
reach. So we spoke of Uzziah’s conquests. 

** But so far,’’ I said, ** we have covered 
only the first part of the chapter’’; and I 
asked what sad information is given in the 
last part. The boys told about Uzziah’s sin, 
and as they did so I turned the Uzziah 
placard around. The other side also bore 
the name of the king, but on coarse brown 
paper instead of white paper, and the letters 
were all twisted and ugly, and blots of ink 
were everywhere, An opportunity was given 
for a vigorous little talk about the leprosy of 
sin, how it works underneath till at last it is 
sure to come to the surface in some horrible 
form, The boys made many apt comparisons 
between leprosy and sin, and I was glad to 
see how much they had remembered of the 
Gehazi lesson. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Isaiah 2, * and 4, and get an idea 
of the condition of Judah when Isaiah lived. 
Study Isaiah 6 : 1-13, and write out three les- 
sons that it teaches, , 
Boston, 
> 4 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Prosperous Period of Judah and 
Israel; Uzziah’s Pride Humbled 
(1 Kings 13 : 1 to 15: 7; 2 
Chron. 26 ; 797-739 B.C.) 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


HE scope of this lesson covers two oddly 
contrasting periods in the history of 
the two kingdoms. The successor of 

Jehu on the throne of Israel, Jehoahaz (2 
Kings 13: I-9, 22), was the weakest sover- 
eign of his race. Hazael did with him as he 
willed. It was a day of deep humiliation. 
Joash, the son and successor of Jehoahaz 
(2 Kings 13 : 10-25 ; 14: 11-16), had better 
fortune against Benhadad, the successor of 
Hazael on the throne of Syria. Israel began 
to regain (13 : 25) its lost territory and its 
independence. .2 Kings 13 : § accounts for 
this rather mysteriously. This ‘saviour ’’ 
has generally been supposed to be the As- 





syrian king, Adad-nirari (812 - 783), who | 


ute. From 803-773, however, Assyria was 
fully occupied at home with enemies from 
the north and east. There is reason for 
thinking that the ‘‘saviour’’ was really an- 
other Syrian kingdom which rose suddenly 
to power near Hamath, and for half a cen- 
tury or so dominated Central Syria. 

Whatever the real cause, the biblical nar- 
rative makes it clear that the humiliation of 
Damascus became the opportunity of Israel. 

ehoash of Israel (13 : 25) recovered what 
is predecessors had lost, and humiliated 
Judah (14: 12-14). His son, Jeroboam II 
(2 Kings 14: 23-29), extended the borders 
of Israel far to the north and re-established 
the prestige of his people (v. 28). He did 
this early in his reign, so that the long series 
of years (v. 23) was a time of peace and 
of great prosperity. 

A similar history had been enacted in 
bs gu Joash of Judah was succeeded by 

is son, Amaziah (796-782), whose reign is 
described in 2 Kings 14: 1-20, and 2 Chron- 
icles 25. His first steps in administration 
give us a good impression of his forcefulness 
and sense of justice. Verse 5 describes his 
procedure toward the assassins of his father ; 
verse 6 his recognition of the theory of indi- 
vidual responsibility, which had been ig- 
nored, even in the case of the family of Na- 
both (2 Kings 9 : 26), in favor of the older 
Semitic law that in the guilt of an individual 
all the members of his family were involved. 

What further evidence of his vigor and 
foresight did he give (v: 7)? George Adam 
Smith conjectures that Amaziah’s purpose 
was not the subjection of Edom, but the 
opening and maintenance of a road to the 
Red Sea, which his successor continued (14: 
22). loth was the port at the head of the 
Red Sea with which they needed to keep 
communication open, 

Somewhat later Amaziah’s ambition out- 
reached his resources. He challenged Je- 
hoash of Israel toa trial of might. How did 
the latter reply? (14:9, 10.) When Ama- 
ziah persisted in his determination to fight 
with Israel, what was the result? (14 : 11-14.) 

The people of Amaziah revolted and placed 
his young son, Uzziah, on the throne, which 
he occupied for nearly half a century. His 
reign and that of Jeroboam II were practi- 
cally contemporaneous, beginning at about 
the same time. 2 Chronicles 26 describes 
his reign very fully. 

Notice (1) how he protected his lines of 
trade toward Egypt and the Red Sea (2 
Chron. 26 : 6-8) ; (2) strengthened the forti- 
fications of Jerusalem (26 : 9) ; (3) provided 
by fortified towers for keeping the roads of 
commerce policed, and by wells for the care 
of all (26: 10); (4) encouraged agriculture 
(26: 10); (5) organized and equipped an 
army (26 : 11-14; (6) devised armament for 
the fortifications of Jerusalem (26 : 15). 

The prophets of the close of Uzziah’s 
reign, Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah, give inci- 
dental testimony of (7) a remarkable increase 
in building enterprise during Uzziah’s long 
reign, and of a tendency to luxurious dis- 
play. They also speak of (8) the new classes 
of population introduced by the commercial- 
ization of Jerusalem and Judah (Isa. 2 : 6). 

Nowhere are the relations of Uzziah and 
Jeroboam II indicated. Probably they be- 
gan their reigns by establishing peace with 
each other, for they were able to devote their 
entire energies to the upbuilding of their re- 
spective dominions. 

How all this quiet development was possi- 
ble during this half-century preceding 740 
B. C, is to be explained by the weakness of 
Damascus, their hereditary and persistent 
foe, and by the long quiescence of Assyria as 
an aggressive factor in Western Asia. 

All this prosperity and peace affected the 
judgment of Uzziah. What did he forget 
regarding the real explanation of it? ie 
15.) ‘What did he determine to do to show 
his independence of all restraint? (26 : 16.) 
Solomon had taken upon himself priestly 
offices without rebuke, but now it had be- 
come unnecessary and impious for a king to 
usurp priestly functions. How did the 
priesthood remonstrate? How did the ter- 
rible affliction of leprosy come upon Uzziah, 
and with what results ? 

Tremendous prosperity, growing pride 
and sense of power, a sudden, tragic, and 
absolute humbling,-—this is the record .of 
King Uzziah. 

The lesson sums up as follows : 

The Gradual Re-establishment of Israel 
Under Joash and Jeroboam II. Uow long 
did it take? How fardid it go? Whatsort 
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Syria, and imposed upon it a crushing trib- 


Amasiah’s Infatuated Folly. What reasons 
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had his people for conspiring. against him? 
Was his reign wholly a disappointment ? 

Ussiah, the Wise, Faithful, and Far- 
Seeing King. What measures of Uzziah tes- 
tify to his wisdom and greatness ? 

The Secret of His Humiliation, What 
turned Uzziah’s head? Why and how did 
the terrible penalty come to him ? 


Booxs THAT May Be UsEp. 


George Adam Smith’s ‘*‘ Jerusalem ’’ (Vol. 
II, pp. 113-124) has an excellent study of 
the reigns of Amaziah and Uzziah. | Farrar’s 
** Second Kings ’’ (pp. 167-192 and 209-214) 
gives his usual brilliant exposition of all four 
royal reigns. Clay’s ‘*Light on the Old 
Testament” (p. 322) and Kent’s ‘‘ Kings 
and Prophets of Israel and Judah’’ (pp. 51- 
53 and 122-128) clear up the obscurity re- 
garding the ‘saviour ’’ of Israel in slightly 
varying fashion, Stanley’s *‘ Jewish Church ”’ 
(Vol. Il, pp. 298-300, 371-379) places erro- 
neously the book of Joel among the prophecies 
of this age, but otherwise is vivid and clear. 
For each of these kings see the Bible Dic- 
tionary under their names. 


Dar_y Home WorkK ON THE NEXT LESSON, 


The lesson for May 14 covers the sook of 
Amos and Isatah 2 to 4, 6. 


Monday. — Read Amos 1, 2. The judg- 
ment of Jehovah upon the nations surround- 
ing Israel, and upon Israel, too. Think of 
the character of the Being who insists on 
morality and holiness and righteousness. 

Tuesday.—Read Amos 3, 4. The Failure 
of God’s Repeated Attempts to Induce Israel 
to Repent. 

Wednesday.— Read Amos 5, 6. Jeho- 
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LESSON FOR MAY 7 (2 Chron. 26) 


vah’s Plea to Israel. His certain Judgment 


upon Her, 
Th .— Read Amos 7. The three 
Visions of eritleveary Amos driven away. 
Friday.—Read Amos 8,9, The Visions 
of Destructive Judgment and Hope for the 


Future. 
Sa -—Read Isaiah 6. Isaiah’s Vis- 
ion of God and Call to Service. How did 


the conscious presence of God affect him ? 
-—Read Isaiah 2: 5 to4:1. The 
Folly of Serving others than Jehovah ; the 
judgment on the Proud and Vain, ‘Think of 
the social conditions criticized. 


THE Next LEssON OUTLINED FOR STUDY. 


(For assignment in advance to class-mem- 
bers.) 

This must be largely topical. As you read 
these fourteen chapters, collect material 
under the following heads : 

1. The Social Conditions of Israel and 
Judah, The distinctions between classes, 
abuses of power, discontentedness, the prac- 
tise of vice. 

2. The Religious Situation, Had the He- 
brews any other God than Jehovah? What 
was, then, the nature of their apostasy for 
which the prophets threatened judgment ? 

3. The Occasion Which Drew These Men 
into Prophecy. How did they account for it 
themselves ? 

4. Their Message to Guilty Israel and 
Judah, What did they specifically predict ? 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 7, torr 


Lessons from Great Lives: V. Ruth 
(Ruth x : 14-22. Consecration 
meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MQn.—Ruth the toiler (Ruth 2 ; 1-3). 
Turs.—A humble faith (Ruth 2 : 12). 
WED.—A kind daughter (Ruth 1 : 8). 
‘THUR.—A constant friend (Ruth 1 : 16, 17). 
FRI.—Dignified poverty (Ruth 1 : 19-22). 
SatT.—Christ's or ancestor (Ruth 4: 

13-17). 











What does Ruth teach about how to treat 
the foreigner? 


Tell of others who became great through 
affliction. 


Tell of people that advanced, like Ruth, 
through service. 


N ALL ages of the world racial prejudice 
has been a prevalent and hateful evil. 
The Jews would have no dealings with 

the Samaritans, and they regarded the whdle 
Gentile world as unclean. The Greeks 
looked down on all outsiders as barbarians. 
The Roman widened his sympathies as he 
broadened his empire, but all beyond the pale 
of Roman citizenship were of a meaner wor'd. 
In Hindooism, caste soon came to be the 
dominant principle of religion and of society. 
Confucianism begat a pride and self-content- 
ment which made the Chinese so satisfied 
with themselves that for centuries they were 
inaccessible to new ideas. Even in Christen- 
dom the spirit of racial prejudice is powerful, 
and in the very Church itself it often con- 
quers and displaces the spirit of Christ. 

A young Christian student from India, who 
is studying medicine in an American city, 
working his own way, writes without bitter- 
ness but in candid statement of the facts : 

**1 should like to attend some particular 
church and find opportunities for Christian 
fellowship. But, sir, to tell you frankly, I 
have not learned to understand the people 
of. yet; I don’t know what they think of 
the Hindoos, 

‘*T shall give you one of the incidents that 
occurred a few weeks back. I went to one 
of the big Presbyterian churches here. As I 
entered toward the door, I saw the usher 
try to pass me unnoticed, but I entered the 
church and took the last seat. The follow- 
ing Sunday I took a college mate with me to 
the same church. The usher soon took him 
to a pew, and I followed and sat beside him. 
The usher gave the white-skinned student a 
card which was an invitation to attend the 
prayer-meetings and the Sunday services of 
that church, but he didn’t think it worth 
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A better spirit welcomed Ruth, She was 
an alien, but she was taken in. And we 
should learn from her story the lesson that 
mere racial difference is not a real difference. 
The human family is one in spite of alt that 
is said to-day about the chasm that separates 
the East and the West. Some writers say 
that there is such a chasm in humanity 
and that the Orient and the Occident cannot 
understand each other. But humanity is not 
two, but one. And in Christ, East and West 
are as truly united as male and female, bond 
or free. The Eastern Christians believe this. 

‘* Everybody will admit,’’ says Dr. Ibuka 
of Japan, ‘‘ that there are differences between 
the t and the West. Not only are their 
language, customs and their modes of think- 
ing different; they are different in their traits 
of character, And these are the things which 
first strike the eye of the iourist. Pretty 
much everything here seems to begin in the 
reverse order or be upside down ; for instance, 
in one’s address you have first the city, then 
the ward, then the street, then the number, 
then the family name, and the given name last. 
Howstrange! Whataqueer people! They 
could never understand us, Their mind 
must work differently from ours. So they 
gather, so they write ; and the report spreads 
over the world. This is the tourist’s view of 
Orientals, But all those Americans or Euro- 

eans who have lived here long enough and 
pave studied the language and the history of 
the people, and have come in close contact 
with them, will readily admit that after all at 
the bottom they are very much like them- 
selves, The.difference is only skin deep.”’ 

And Dr. Jaisohn of Korea says: 

‘* There is no question as ta racial differ- 
ences. The inhabitants of every country 
have their peculiar characteristics, and even 
the people of the different sections in the 
same country entertain different ideas, and 
possess different emotions. But one fact we 
must always remember, and that is we all 
belong to one human race. We are only 
different in the minor details, The races of 
man living apart in far distant parts of the 
globe naturally do not understand one 
another, and what one says or does may ap- 
pear queer to the other. But if they were 
both. brought up and educated in the same 
manner, I believe they would say or do about 
the same way and in thé same manner, unless 








Coffee Congestion 
Causes a Variety of Ails 


A happy old lady in Wisconsin says : 

‘‘During the time I was a coffee 
drinker I was subject to sick headaches, 
sometimes lasting two or three days, 
totally unfitting me for anything. 

‘To this affliction was added, some 
years ago, a trouble with my heart that 
was very painful, accompanied by a 
smothering sensation and faintness. 

‘Dyspepsia, also, came to make life 
harder to bear. I took all sorts of patent 
medicines, but none of them helped me 
for any length of time. 

‘* The doctors frequently told me that 
coffee was not good tor me; but without 
coffee I felt as if I had no breakfast. I 
finally decided about two years ago to 
abandon the use of coffee entirely, and 
as I had read a great deal about Postum 
I concluded to try that for a breakfast 
beverage. 

“I liked the taste of it and was par- 
ticularly pleased to notice that it did not 
‘come up’ as coffee used to. The bad 
spells with my heart grew less and less 
frequent, and finally ceased altogether, 
and I have not had an attack of sick 
headache for more than a year. My 
digestion is good, too, and I am thankful 
that I am once more a healthy woman. 
I know my wonderful restoration to 
health came from quitting coffee and 
using Postum.’” Name given by the 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

‘‘There’s a reason,” and it is this. 
Coffee has a direct action on the liver 
with some pom and causes partial 
congestion of that organ, tga the 
natural outlet of the secretions. hen 
may follow biliousness, sallow skin, 
headaches, constipation and finally a 
change of the blood corpuscles and nerv- 
ous prostration. 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 


while to hand me a card, or even look at me,’’ | interest. 





one is endowed with more natural gifts than 
the cther. I believe the leavening influence 
of Christianity and the constant increase of 
facilities for travel and communication will 
eliminate the apparent chasm which exists 
between the different races,’’ 

The duty of Christians is to act to other races 
as Naomi’s people acted toward Ruth, Itis 
not a matter of the intermarriage of races, 
That is a problem on which God will give us 
light in his own time. It is obviously an un- 
wise principle now. But it is a question of 
fairness and kindness and -will, And 
we are not Christians if we harbor racial ill- 
feéling and dislike. 

And from this story of Ruth we may learn 
the further lessons of hospitality, of loyalty, 
of unselfishness, of kindness to the aged, of 
simple-heartedness, of God’s goodness in 
giving one opportunities of new usefulness 
when life’s work and joy seem to have been 
exhausted, of the way of God in giving us 
better blessing than we foresaw, 

And what was Ruth’s relation to our 
Saviour? ‘That was the best blessing of all, 
(Matt. 1: 5). 





Workers’ Questions 
Answered 





For the Younger Grades 
By Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


BALTIMORE, MD.—We have divided our 
primary department into classes, each teacher 
being responsible for the wert of the graded 
lessons. We have both years’ lessons taught 
and plan to introduce the third as soon as is- 
sued. Now while I have nodoubt but that this 
is the best plan I find that I miss greatly my 
touch with the children as I formerly taught the 
entire department from the desk. Is there any- 
thing I can do to regain this feeling of intimacy 
with the children? now conduct the 
general exercises of the department, but that is 
my only teaching opportunity.—K. F. B. 

Have you tried getting into a class each 
Sunday? Many superintendents find it 
necessary to act as a substitute occasionally, 
and this brings them into direct contact with 
a class almost every week. Others who are 
fortunate enough to have teachers who are 
always present have planned to visit one class 
each Sunday, the time being determined upon 
by the class teacher and superintendent in 
conference. In some schools the superin- 
tendent teaches the lessons on such a visit, 
in others conducts a review of past lessons, 
in some cases introduces the new theme—all 
according to the plan for the day, the pref- 
erences of the class teacher, or the needs of 
the class. 

Where some such arrangement as this can 
be made the superintendent has an intimate 
relationship to the pupils that no amount of 
teaching from the desk could ever give. 


ST. JOSEPH, Mo.—We are using the graded 
courses and wish our promotions from Primary 
to Junior departments to be on Children’s 

y- Now the lessons begin with October. 
How can we arrange to begin with the begin- 
ning in June ?—C, W. G. 

If you began the new graded course for the 
primary pupils with last October, they still 
have the rest of the year to October next to 
complete this first year of work. If you 
choose, therefore, you could let them continue 
with this primary course even though they 
are promoted to the Junior department, pro- 
viding they are grouped in classes, and not 
taught by the superintendent of the Junior 
department. Ifthe entire Junior department 
is taught by one teacher, then there would 
be but one thing to do, and that is, to give 
them the same lesson as the rest of the juniors. 

The other way would be to let these newly 
promoted primary children take the junior 
lessons, letting them start in with the lessons 
the first of July, taking with the rest of the 
department what are known as the ‘summer 
quarter lessons (lessons 40 to §2) and which 
intentionally do not have a close connection 
with the lessons which have preceded. 
Then next October let them start with the 
first of the junior lessons of the first year, just 
as they would do should they have remained 
in the Primary department until fall. 

While these newly promoted pupils might 
not do as good work as the rest of the depart- 
ment, allowance could be made for them, as 
they would not have had the nine months of 
training given to thé rest of the junior pupils, 
but I do think they would be discouraged with 
the work attempted. 
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A good oil lamp 
needs a good chim- 
ney. A bad oil lamp 


needs it more. 


Both need a 
Macbeth “ Pearl 
Glass” lamp-chim- 
‘ney. ; 





My lamp-chim- 
neys establish an 
even draft on both sides of the 
flame—make the most of the 
light. I make a chimney to fit 
every style and sizeof lamp and 
burner. 


Send for my free Index and find out what 
chimney to get for your lamp. 


MAcBETH, 


Macbeth-Evans Glass Co. Pittsburgh 

CHICAGO: . PHILADELPHIA: 
178 East Lake Street 42 South Eighth Street 
New York: 19 West 30th Street 


Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off, 





This little space is used for a big purpose,— 

to suggest that you send for a Sunday School 

Times catalog of needed books. Will you? 
NANA) (INNA) aAAANnAAAANN 


IHDUDADAUARED EEUU inautttt| CDUDUVUDUAU ET EUAANT 
Low Prices for Fence 


100 other styles. Many cheaper than wood—al! better. For Lawng, 
Churches, Parks, etc. Write for Pattern Book and special offer. 
THE WARD FENCE CO., Box 972. Decatur, ind 


vous LAMMER 


Send for my 200 page book with Free ‘I'riai 

Lesson explaining methods for Home Cure. 
Established 15 years. Reputation world- — é 
wide. G. A, LEWIS, 152 Adelaide St., Detroit, Mich. 


19 TAMMER 


Attend no stammering school till you ez my 
large FREE book and special rate. rgest 
and best schoolin the world curing by natural 
method, Write today. Lee Wells . . 
North-Western School, inc., 800 First St., Milwaukee, Wis, 






























































A SERVICE FOR 


Mother’s 
Day MAY 14, 


IgII 
Prepared by Hugh Cork 
Assistant General Secretary of the 
International Sunday School Association 


OTHER'S DAY has touched 
the heart-life of the Sun- 
day-school. It will be 

widely observed this year. Miss 
Anna M. Jarvis, the founder of 
Mother’s Day, has been greatl 

encouraged by the readiness with 
which her idea has been adopted. 
It is the day upon which we re- 
member in special ways with even 
more than ordinary emphasis our 
debt to the mother whom we love. 

Mr. Cork’s program is based 
upon the theme: Mother, Home, 

eaven. It includes Scripture 
readings, familiar hymns, and 
ee from other literature. 

he emblem of Mother’s Day isa 
white carnation, which should be 
worn by every member of the 
school. 

The service is a four-page folder, 
brief enough to occupy only that 
portion of the exercises usually 
devoted ‘to the opening service. 
There will be ample time for les- 
son-study in connection, with it. 


Price, $1.00 a hundred, the publishers 
paying the postage. Single copies, 2 cts. 
THE Sunpay ScuHoo.t Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














Oe TE 





200 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL -TIMES 





(Lesson for-MAY 7) APRIL 22, I91I 





THE POLICEMAN 
SY SPOT- 

LESS 
TOWN 






This brilliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Towa. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housek r’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 
en housekeeping. No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. ‘~ 














CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE FESTIVAL SONG BUDGET 


May Issue (ready about April sth) will contain ee Se 
music of our latest ren’s 

cluding “ The Hero o Sealer, a new en "and 
song service. 

5 cen eye 8 subscription (at 
least a he ag fr, will then get our new services 
for each of the Festival occasions, including Chil- 
dren’s Day, Rall Day, Christmas and Easter, as 
soon as published, bound in one volume instead of 
separate leaflets, Every issue is worth the price of 
the year’s subscription, More convenient and less 
expensive for you, 

Single (May) issue mailed for 10 cents. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 Weat 26th St. 14 W, Waskingen St 


New Y 
1013 Fourth ‘National Bank Belidies’” “ationte, Ga. 


CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


that should appeal to those who are looking for ** Music 
of Quality” set to words that mean something, nota 
mere collectidn written to fit the music. 
SONGS OF Love AND PRAIS 
ateye by Thos. R. Middleton. 


BY Gre Words by 
iN ROSE Ti B. ,, Music by W. A. Post. Words by 
ous aut 


GLAL > PESTAL | DA Music by Gideon Froelich. 


rds by Marian Froelic 
Prices: Per hundred, $4. 00 prepaid. Cash with 


Spe = ney specimen copies of the three 


PAVORIT DR iLLs AND ITATIONS. A 

vouire DRILL and eat th and Recita- 

tions tor Children’s Day that is sure to please. Do 

not fail-to get this one. Price 15 cents postpaid, 
7 aah 0M West Thi _ Street, New York 

Methodist W. Washiagtos | St., Chicago 
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Books for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. When any 
new plan or department of Sunday-schoo! work is 
proved a success a new book will be added to the 
series, The books are uniform in size and style ; some 
are bound with limp covers, some with st iff board. 


1. The City Sunday-School 
Its Work, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
Brown, Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid, 


2. The By Mt lome Department of To-Day 
rs. Fiore V V. Stebbins. 25 cents net, post- 


3. che TE Department 
By ES ye Ww. , Wray, author of “ Jeanne 
Mitchell's School.”” 50 cents, net, postpaid. 


4. Knowing and 1 Teaching the Scholar 
By the A. F. Schauffler, D.D., Chiarman 
of the tad al Lesson Committee. 5° 
cents, net, postpaid. 


5. Getting and Holding a Class 
By William H. Hamby. socents, net, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1031 Watnut Street, - 





| Children at Home 





Little Antelope and Old Glory 
By Mary E. Q. Brush 


HE old flag never touched the ground, 
boys !’’ 

‘The children sang the words with 
enthusiasm and the melody rang out sweet 
and clear across the prairie. 

Little Antelope and his sister Snow-Bird 
did their best to join in the singing. Snow- 
Bird had a sweet voice and could carry a tune 
very well indeed ; moreover, she was unusu- 
ally intelligent and learned English words 
and ways with surprising ease. 

But Little Antelope was slower in every- 
thing ; he was shy and sensitive, too, and 
when the white children laughed at his hesi- 
tating, guttural attempts at singing or read- 
ing, he felt just like running away to his 
father’s tepee down among the willows and 
scrub oaks bordering the big Missouri. 

Perhaps the teacher, Miss Merwin, under- 
stood his feelings somewhat, for she was 
always especially kind and encouraging. 
**Never give up! Keep on trying, Little 
Antelope,’’ she said. ‘*Keep on trying; 
this country needs good, brave boys who will 
make plucky and persevering citizens.’’ 

Little Antelope knew what being a good 
American citizen meant—a person who was 
honest and industrious, clean and pure, and 
who obeyed the lawsof God and man, Yes, 
and one who dearly loved the dear old flag. 
Many a time did Little Antelope cast his 

lance toward the bit of red, white and blue 
fluttering from the tall flag-staff in the 
schoolyard. There was a queer feeling in 
his heart and a lump in his throat whenever 
he looked at it. He wished—oh, how he 
wished !—that he could sing as well as the 
rest of the children when the song chosen 
was ‘* The Star-Spangled Banner,’’ or ** The 
old flag never touched the ground.’’ But 
somehow he always failed, 

Now, on this particular day the recitations 
went on as usual after thé slaing Heading 
and spelling, geography and arithmetic; no- 
body had the Feast idea that anything uncom. 
mon was going to happen, But, just after 
the noon lunch the air grew strangely warm 
and still; the sunlight seemed to grow dim ; 
a dull, copper-colored haze hung over the 
low buttes and across the wide prairie ; the 
herds of cattle cropping the. short, curly 
buffalo grass lifted their heads, sniffed and 
moved about uneasily ; the flock of bull-birds 
hovering over them uttered shrill cries and 
betook themselves down to the underbrush 
along the streams, It grew so dark in the 
school-house that the children could not dis- 
tinguish the words printed on the pages of 
their books, 

It was very quiet outside. Everything 
seemed motionless; even the little wild 
anemones did not move their white cups; 
all the cattle had galloped over to the grove 
by the river, Far away in the southeast a 
big cloud was slowly sweeping up like a huge, 
black curtain being unrolled ; from its lower 
edge where there was a border of saffron yel- 
low there seemed to come now and then a 
shrill murmur as of wild winds mustering. 
In the midst of the confusion Little Ante- 
lope slipped out; nobody noticed that he had 
left the schoolroom. He hurried around to 
the front of the schoolyard where the flagstaff 
stood ; the red, white and blue drooped there, 
quite motionless, The little Indian boy 
tugged hard on the cord fastened to it. Down 
slid the flag. Little Antelope had barely 


time to unloosen it when the storm broke. |) 


He could not stand on his feet, much less 
seek the shelter of the schoolhouse, so he 
wisely flung himself flat upon the ground 
with the hastily rolled-up flag thrust into the 
bosom of his little jacket. 

And there he lay amid the terror of it all, 
with rain and hail beating down upon him; 
but never a tear glistened in his big black 
eyes! By and by it swept away (that terri- 
ble storm), and when Miss Merwin, pale-faced 
but thankful, opened the schoolhouse door 
to let in a breath of the fresh, cleansed air, 
she found standing on the threshold a dusky 


Great 
) Victories 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Prote 
Episcopa 


adopted a 


the editors of the 
International Sunday 


of 
shown in one order 
the Gideons for 


work night and day 


cents up. 


the permissive use of the Revised Version. 

‘The. American Standard Bible is 
the standard text book used in all the great 
universities, theological _ seminaries, col- 
leges and the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, and is recognized as the best by 


and the Sunday rire sng 
great denominational publishing houses. 
The 


25,000 Siendera Bibles 
To be delivered by June 1st 


and the presses and bindery will need to 


We have the most complete line of Bibles in 
existence, in all sizes of type, all styles of binding, 
and can supply a Bible or ‘Testament to suit any one 
in the King James or American Standard Version. 
For sale by all teeting Booksellers. Prices from 35 

Send for booklet and price list to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 








BONDS 


Secured by Selected 
NEW YORK REAL ESTATE 


Net 
Yield 6% eG 
(Payable Semi- Annually) 


An issue selected by careful investors, 
who for many years have recognized 
their unsurpassed combination of 


SECURITY 
and INCOME 


SEND FOR FREE BOOKLET S.S. 


15 YEARS’ RESULTS: 
Assets over - - - $3,000,000 
Surplus nearly - + $1,000,000 
Repaid Investors, over - $1,000,000 


New York Realty Owners. 


Mil 489 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
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Introductory my wy cloth, 
Jor a sample copy 
The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


ASSEMBLY 
6% » 


The Winona Assembly at Winona 


October, 1908. 
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$25 per 100, nc 100, not prepaid. 35 cents per copy by ma 


Lake, Indiana, founded in 1895, 
offers its Note with 


First Mortgage Gold Bonds as Collateral 
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NEW and OLD 





purchasers. Interest paid annually, October ist 
THE BIGLOW & IN CO., New York or Rcetes Time, = Months to Five Years 
ONES sia ING’ S USINI a At a recent meeting of the Board 
i i a We So . Mr. E. O. Excell of Chicago was 


- FISCHER, 602 


Bank om $17.50, ps "3, $25.00 per 109, wy qrepaid. 
Roumnable. MER mailed to prospective purc hasers. 


made Special Treasurer to receive 
all funds from concessions, said 


Lakeside Bidg.. Chicago|} money to be used first to pay in- 





It isn’t the size of an advertisement in number 
of lines, but its size in suggestion that counts. 
Here is a big suggestion. Get your adult 
class to subscribe for The Sunday 
Times. And don’t be the last to do it! 


tereston loans. For full particulars 
address 
Ss. C, Dickey, Gen. Mgr., 


School Winona Lake, Indiana. 
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RADIANT 8TYL' 


TRY a wate i FIRELESS at OUR RISK 


Conk | in a Detroit Fireless Stove (electric or with radiators) is the most 

delicious way—all flavor and nutriment retained ; the most economical 
way—saves 80% of your fuel bill; the most comfortable and con- 
venient way—saves work over a hot stove—saves constant watching— 
saves worry. 


Built Like a Range—Does All a Range Does 
“ Detroit Fireless Stoves” (both Electric and Radiant) are made from 
lanished ‘steel and aluminum—no wood to warp or split—no stones to 
reak. No felt or pad to absorb steam and odors. They roast and bake 
perfectly—rich brown; they fry or boil perfectly ; they steam and stew 
perfectly. A positive revelation and elight to women. Our 
perfect Water-Seal makes all Detroit Fireless Stoves steam-tight. 


Get Our Free Trial Offer 


me A“ Detroit Fireless” will be sent you on 30 days’ trial; will pay 
. © B® for itself in the first three months. Write to-day—get our han 
some catalog and this new offer. 












little figure holding out a roll of red, white | 


and blue. 
** The flag is all right ! 


It ‘never touched | 


the ground ’!’’ said dripping, shy-eyed Lit- | 


tle Antelope. 


HoLuanp, MicuH. 

















Overheated ? 


tig metal mainte, fow sumer coir Detroit Fireless Stove Co. derRort mich: 
That work at 9 

Nervous the office niffertim ‘orstford’s 

and per at home, and general Acid 


depression. Why not keep 
steady and cool? Take 
that refreshing nerve-tonic 


Phosphate 














